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= the Arguments they had made 
Uſe of before me, ſo I thought it beſt to 
cloath them in the Expreſſions of © thoſe 
Writers, who are ſo remarkable for their 
Strength and Clearneſs ; by which Means, 
I hope, my Style may be exempted from 
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Talent though he is ſo modeſt” as not to 
diſcover how much . his Talent lies that 
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Thc 1 hs Dip W N 
Though cy Dy 0 4 caſion to 
Mr. Norman 8 Remarks: yet I was not 
eaſily brought to omply with the De⸗ 
ſire of rere. Priende importuning 
me to pxbhfþ it, till at laſt I was pre- 

| vailed with-to do it, not thinking it 
proper to deny the Requeſt of thoſe to whom I was 
a Debtor, to promote their Edi cation by the beſt 
Means I could; and hoping, that the Diſcourſe, 
when publiſhed, might be o 'Uſe to confirm thoſe 
who are Members of our Church; though I could 


not expect it ſhould. have any * Influence upon 
=; &7 5 . 


15 


8 

others, having for a long Time obſerved with Grief, 
that much better Diſcourſes” of this Kind, though 
written with the greateſt Calmneſs and Candor ima- 
83 have had little Effect on thoſe who are re- 
olved to maintain a Separation from us. | 

Mr. Norman thinks fitto appeal to my own Conſcience, 
whether my Deſign was not to blacken the Diſſenters *, 


In Anſwer to which uncharitable Surmiſe, I folemn- | 


Iy appeal to G oD, and my own Conſcience, that I 


endeavoured to ſay nothing but the Words of Truth 


and Soberneſs, and to avoid giving any juſt Occaſion 
of Offence to the adverſe Party, as far as was con- 
ſiſtent with the neceffary Defence of Truth; and [ 
have been particularly thank'd by ſome of my Friends, 
for _— this Subject with Calmneſs and Freedom 
from Paſſion, being fully perſuaded, that zhe Wrath 


f Man worketh not the- Righteouſneſs of God®, 80 


I was in hopes that m n might have lain by 
unmoleſted; and fince it did not aim at gaining Pro- 
hytes, it might have met with no Adverſuries: But 
at peeviſh and bitter Zeal which too often accom- 
panies the Separation, would not let it paſs ſo; and 
Mr. Norma reſolved to exert his Abilities in bringing 


it under Examination. 

He ſaith in the beginning of his Remarks, that he 
did not apprehend that it concerned him more than 
any of his Brethren, to take any publick Notice of 
my Diſcourſe; fince, as he obſerves, I had not done 
him the Honour to conſider his, though I own. it to 
be the Occafion of preaching mine. He is willing 
to gueſs at the Reaſon why 1 would not do bim tba 
Honour, as he is pleaſed to expreſs it, viz. becauſe 


huis Notion about the Nature and Extent of Chriff's 
Church is ſo ſupported by divine Authority, as well 


as by the concurring Sentiments of ſome of 'the 
greateſt Divine of our Communion, that I could not 


attempt a Confutation of them with any hopes of 
Succeſs, As to what the Scriptures ſpeak concerning 


the Nature of Chriſt's Church, I have conſidered it 
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from that Handeroas Tuſinuation, whereby 


see Dr. Barrow of the Unity of the, Church, p. 294. Edit, Fol. 


(3) 


in the following Papers, as far as is pertinent to the 
Deſign of my Sermon: And for the Sentiments of 
the great Men of our own Church, to whoſe Authori 

Mr. Normaz appeals, I conceive, that the Words he 
cites out of them, are rather a Deſcription of the 
inviſible Church, than the uiſihle, the latter of which, 
the Text I choſe, chiefly relates to; ſo what Reaſon 
I ſhould have to confute them I can't imagine: And 
fince all theſe learned Writers take it for granted, 
that every true Member of Chriſt's Church muſt 
live in Obedience to the Laws of Chriſt *; if the 
Laws of Chriſt do enjoin vs by all poſſible Means 
to maintain the Unity of the Church, as ſtrictly as 
they command us to love God, and our Neighbour, 


as I am perſuaded they do, it will follow from thence, 


that they who break the Peace of the Church without 
juſt Cauſe, are no true Members of it; fo I can't ſee 
that this. was ſuch a formidable Reaſon, as ſhould 


fright, me from taking his Sermon into Conſide- 


ration. 5 | 

I humbly conceive, I had the ſame Liberty to take 
my own Method, as Mr. Norman had to take his: 
I that ſhould beſt know, can tell him, that the true 
Reaſon why I took no Notice of his Sermon, was, 
becauſe I would not furniſh him with a Pretence, to 
ſay, that I had given him any Provocation to anſwer 
my Sermon, having received ſome Information of 
his Temper, how eafily he is provoked, and that be- 
yond the Bounds of Decency too ; of which he has 
gen too many Proofs in his Remarks. He ſeems 
ſenſible of his own Infirmity in this Particular, and 


makes it his Requeſt in the cloſe of his Leiter, that if 


any thing unbandſome has been offered in it, I would 
be ſo Kind to excuſe it; Bur ſargly he had, better have 
taken care to reſtrain his Paſſion, - than after he had 

vented it, to make ſo poor an Apology for it. 
I hope I have learned, when I a rewled, not zo 
revile again; but I think Iam bound to Juſtify my ſelf 
would 
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(4) 
ſuggeſt, that I had encouraged ſome of the inferior 


Sort to offer Rudeneſs to him and his Friends, when 
they were at Petersfield *. I might juſtly queſtion 


where this Gentleman had his Education, fince he 


thinks ſo meanly of mine, as if I kept Company 
with the Rabble, or made it my Buſineſs to foment 
Tumults and Diſorders: He might have eaſily learnt 
that my Habitation lies two Miles from that T'own, 
and it happened, that then I was ſeveral Miles from 
that Place, keeping my Reſidence at Wincheſter, and 
did not know the Meeting-Houſe was opened there, 
till ſome Time after his Sermon was preach'd. And 
it would be as great a piece of Injuſtice to accuſe my 
worthy Aliſtant, who lives upon the Place, of hay- 
ing any Concern in ſuch Diſorders, who among other 
Excellent Qualities, is particularly remarkable for zhe 
Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit : And I hope 
neither of us can be juſtly accuſed of behaving our 
ſelves otherwiſe, than as becomes Miniſters of 2h 
Coſpel of Peace, whatever Mr. Norman may ſuggeſt 
to the contrary ©. But ſome Men love zo foot out 
zheir Arrows at random, even bitter Words, which 
can in the End hurt no body, but him that ut- 
ters them. He thinks to atone for ſuch a ground- 
leſs Calumny, by adding, Forgive me, Sir, if I think 
amiſi : | can aſſure him I do forgive him, and pray 
to God to forgive him too; our Church making it a 
Part of our publick Prayers, that God would pleaſe to 
forgive our Slanderers, and turn their Hearts, But! 
muſt put himin mind, that the taking Delight in Slan- 


der and Defamation, is no great fign of ſuch a Ten- 


derneſs of Conſcieuce, as he and his Brethren pretend 
to; but we know there were ſome of old, as well 
as now, that could firain at Gnats, and ſwallow 
Camels. | | 

Mr. Norman begins his Remarks upon my Sermon, 
with a Complaint that I have uiſrepreſented the Diſ- 


ſenters , which heing ageneral Accuſation, the Proof 


of it muſt depend upon what he can make out in ex- 
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EH) 
amining the particular Heads of my Diſcourſe, to 
which I now proceed. _ | 1 

The Text I made choice of, was that of Acts ii. 


42. And they continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doc- 
trine aud Fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread and in 


Prayers. © ; 
From which Words I propoſed to enquire, 


Firſt, What was the State of Chriſts Church in the 
Apoſtles Days. 

Secondly, Whether the Characters of an Apoſtolical 
Church were not to be found in the Church of Eng- 
land. 


I. In ſpeaking upon the firſt general Head, the firſt 
Mark or Character I laid down, was, The Continu- 
ance of its Members in the Doctrine of the Apoſiles. 

In this Particular he congratulates himſelfandFriends 
that we are agreed; and I am as glad of it as any 
of them can be, who never took Pleaſure in widenin 
the Differences that are between the ſeveral Denomi- 
nations of Chriſtians, but ſhould gladly contribute all 
could towards the healing them: And I hope Mr. 
Norman and his Brethren will not take. it amils, if I 
| exhort them thus far at leaſt, to ſſand faſt in ove Spi- 
5 er one Mind, ſtriving together for the Faith of the 

oſpel ©. | | 

here is another Particular in which Mr. Norman 
is pleaſed to agree with me, 9:2. the Remark that I 
made upon this Head, relating to the Church of Rome, 
that they are very deficient in making out, that they 
have kept the Faith; of which I offered Proof in 
two Inſtances, viz. the Pope's Supremacy and Tran- 
ſubſtantiation ; but Mr. Norman would have had me 
inſtanced in more. I might indeed have preached al- 
together againſt Popery, and that would have ſaved 
Mr. Norman the Trouble of making his Remarks up- 
on my Sermon; but I think it would have been yer 
improper for me to have made too large a Digrefi- 


* 
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e Philip i. 27. 
On 


| 5 ( 6 ) 
gp from the main Subject I intended to handle at that 
ime. 

Mr. Norman expreſſes his farther Diſſatisfaction up- 
on what I ſaid in treating of the firſt Character of an 
Apoſtolick Church, b 6 

Firſt of all he complains, that I niſrepreſented the 
Diſſenting Teachers, as if they neglected to read the 
Scriptures in their Aſſemblies *; which he tells me are 
read in all the Congregations of his Acquaintance every 


Lord's Day. He did very well to limit his Aſſertion 


to the Congregations of his own Acquaintance; for their 
Teachers having no certain Rule of Worſhip, thereis 


no concluding from what is done in one Aſſembly, 
that the ſame is praQiſed in another. And I am cre- 


dibly informed, that in the ſame Congregation where 
there are different Teachers, one reads the Scriptures, 
and the other does not; ſo that no general Defence 


can be made, that will extend to all their ſeparate Aſ- 


ſemblies. 2 | 
Mr. Norman's next Exception concerns reading 


Leſſonc taken out of the Apocrypha, in our Churches®. 


I ſhould think this need not give ſo. much Offence to 
thoſe of his Perſuaſion, fince there are no Apochrypba 
Leſſons appointed to be read upon the Lord's Day, 


Which is the only Time, I believe, that any of his 


Friends ever come to our Churches. 
But ſtill he objects, that for the Sake of theſe, 2 


| conſiderable Part of the ſacred Canon is excluded. I 


might argue with the ſame Candor and Charity, that 


when they ſing Hymnus of private Men's compoſing in 
their Aſſemblies, as they often do, it is done to the 


Excluſion of David's Pſalms: Whoever will conſult 
our Kalendar may eaſily be ſatisfied, that thoſe Parts 
of the holy Scriptures. which are left out of it, are 
ſuch, as can be of little Edification to ordinar Chri- 
ſtians: Such as are chiefly the ceremonial Ordinances 


% 


of the Jewiſh Law, the Genealogies in the Cbroni- 
cles, and of ſome very obſcure Parts of the prophezi- 


cal Writings. 
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And as for Mr. Norman's Suggeſtion, that by our 
reading the Apocrypha, many of our People are indu- 
ced to entertain the ſame Veneration for thoſe, as they 
have for the —_— Writings *: I muſt declare, I ne- 
ver found any Members of our Church guilty of ſuch 
an Error: I have likewiſe conſulted ſeveral of my 
Brethren, and they agree with me in the fame Opi- 
nion; and preſume, we are as well acquainted with 
the Sentiments of thoſe of our Communion, as Mr. 
Norman can pretend to be: So having had Experience 
of his Talent that Way, I look upon this as no bet- 

ter than downright Calumny. ;¶ | 
I had mentioned the particular Regard our Church 
pays to the Judgment of the primitive Church, as 
having ee Advantage by being ſo near the Times 
of the Apoſi8les, of knowing the Senſe of their Mri- | 
8 ::275 . Mr. Norman faith, I have not told them what i 
Regard we pay to the Judgment of the Primitive 1 
Church : I think my Words, eſpecially if compared 1 
with the Citation out of Vincentius Lirinexfis, placed 1 
in the N plainly ſnew what ſort of Deference | 
we pay to Antiquity, viz. That we take the Writings 
and Practice of the Primitive Church, as one of the 
propereſt Means of interpreting the Seriptures of the 
New Teſtament; not that we look upon their Aus | 
thority a ſufficient Foundation to build any Article [| 
of Faith upon, that is not contained in the Scripture, 4 
or derivable from it; but where there are different | | | 
Senſes put upon Texts of Scripture, that 'Senſe we f 
peter, which is moſt agreeable to the Judgment and | 
raQice of the Primitive Church k. And this Rule 1 
we think has its chief Uſe, in interpreting ſuch Texts f 
as relate to the Fundamental Articles of Faith, orte 1 
Rules of Order and Government: As for other Mat- 
ters, the Primitive Writers had different Apprehenſi- | 
ons, as the Divines of later Times. | ay | x 
Mr. Norman faith, thoſe of his Perſuaſion uſe be 


— 


1 


ka — 


3x Canons ſet forth in the Year 1571, in Aide Sars GO 


beft 


5 | 
* a 


ion. 


" . 


() 
beft Helps they can for anderſtanding the Scriptures ': 
1 wiſh they would look upon the Study of Antiqui- 
ty, as one of the beſt Means for that Purpoſe; for 


it is an old and received Maxim, that every Law is 1 
beſt interpreted by the ſubſequent Practice: And it II 
muſt proceed from a fond Opinion of their own ſtoli 
Suffictency, that our Diſſenters diſregard the Judg- 1 7 
ment of thoſe Primitive Heroes, that were eminent Pie 
Inſtruments of God's Glory, in planting the Goſpel 7 
with their Labours, and watering it with their Blood; 4 8 
and to whoſe Care, and the Credit of whoſe Teſti- e 
mony we owe the Conveyance of the Apoſtolical flles 
Writings to after Ages. J v1 
- But if we believe Mr. Norman, there is as much 52 Bhs 
Reſpect paid to Antiquity by the Diſſenters, as it can ag 
reaſouably challenge. If they really have that Reſpe& Ti 
for Antiquity, they would ſurely think it worth their jecks 
while to beſtow more of their Time in the Study of Fl , 
it, than the Generality of them do. There are two W 
very learned Men of the preſent Age, Dr. Cave® and 22 
Mr. Bingham , who have placed the Knowledge of fon © 
Antiquity in ſuch a clear Light, that an Emghfo Rex Wl the A 
der with ordinary Diligence, may become a compe- Wl © 
tent Maſter of it: And if Mr. Norman and his Friends if 5 
had but ſpent ſome Time in reading either of theſe prope 
Authors, they might eaſily diſcover the Novelty and thay 7 
Impracticableneſs of their own Schemes of Church appeal 
Government : But when Men find. Antiquity to be lcal i 
againſt them, no Wonder if they ſet themſelves againſt butt 
Antiquity. There has indeed been an Attempt to dee 
bring Antiquity over to the Diſſenters Side, in a Book whe 
entituled, an Enquiry into the ig 095 of the Pri- voſtte: 
mitive Church far th, firſs three hundred Years : But State c 


the moſt ſubſtantial Parts of it have been full anſwer- i 
ed by the Author of the Original Draught of the Pri. he na 
miti ve Church; a Writer as commendable for his 

Candor and good Temper, as for his clear Reaſor- WF ders E 
ing and excellent Learning; ſo it is to be wiſhed he Streſs 
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32 3 
had continued his Work, and examined the fecond 
patt of the Enguiry, with the ſame Care he did the 
II. The ſecond Character J Haid down of an Apo- 
ſtolical Church, was, that the Members of it lived in 
Heer Union with the Apoſtles,” i. e. they continued 
embers of that Body or Society, which Chriſt had 


the Fellowfhip of the Ap 
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Streſs of the Cauſe lies For at laſt he is foreed to 
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8 confeſs , 


| ( 10 ) . 
confeſs *, that the Apoſtles had Fucceſſors in the ordi- 
 . wary Branches of their Power. The Apoſtolical Of. 
fie, as it imports the ſupreme Power in the Church, 
is expreſly called a B:ſpoprick, Acts i. 20. and that | 
Biſhops, as that Name implies an Office ſuperior to 
Presbyters, were. ſettled in the Church by the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves, and after their Deceaſe, or quitting 
the Care of particular Churches, did ſucceed them 
in the Government of the Church, I proceed to 


4 : 


rove. | 5 
ho And firſt the Apoſtles themſelves fix'd their Col- 
league St. James, as Biſhop or Governor of the Church 
of Feruſalem, the Mother Church of the World: A 
plain Indication what Government they intended to 
ſettle in other Churches, as Chriſtianity was further 
_ propagated in the World. This is unanimouſly at- 
_teſted by all the antient Writers; ſuch are Hegeſip- 
pus, Dionyſius Biſhop Bf Corinth, and Clement of 
Alexandria, all Writers of the ſecond Century, 
The Authority of St. Jerom, whoſe judgment the 
Adverſaries of Epiſcopacy think to be very favour- 
able to their Cauſe, is expreſs to the ſame Purpoſe, 
who ſays ?, the Apoſtles immediately after the Paſſion 
5 our Lord appointed James Biſhop of Jeruſalem: 
But the ſame more fully appears from ſeveral Paſſa- 
ges in the Ads of the Apoſtles; we read there in the 
twelfth Chapter, that upon St. Pezer's being kept in 
_ Priſon, Prayer was made without ceaſing of the 
_ _Charch to God for him, verſe the fifth; and after his 
miraculous Deliverance, he ordered ſome of the 
i Faithful to acquaint James and the reſt of the Bre- 
1 . thren with it, V. 17. plainly denoting him to be the 
Chief Governor of that Church, as the Diſſenters in 


their Votes upon that Place acknowledge, in the Con- 
| . Z1nwation of Mr. Pool. Nor can any other Reaſon 
| be aſſigned, why the ſame Apoſtle ſhould ſolemnly 
_. pronounce the Decree agreed upon in the Synod of 
| (quay Chap. xv. 19. but that the Apoſtles gave 
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ve ++, 


bout chu | 
nimouſly agreed upon Simeon Son of Cleopas, our 
Saviour's Kinſman according to the Fleſh; judging- 
that the Biſhoprick of that City, which/our Lord had 
honopred with his own * and Reſurrection, 

his Kindre. 


Metern Parts of the World, as ſeveral of the anti- 
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ng a Succeſſor in his rom, and they una- 


(2) 
ent Writers teſtify@:, That Timo: Was made Biſpop 
of Epheſus by St. Paul, is affirmed, by the unanimous 
Teſtimony: of all the Antients, as Exſebius, Epipha- 


zins i St. Jerome and others; moſt of which Au- 


thors agtee in the ſame Evide ce for Titus „ that he 
was: made Biſhop of Crete by St. Paul alſo, and that 
it: was in this ſecond Journey of St. Paul's, that he 
fixed the one at Epheſut, andthe other at Crete, and 
ſome time after wrotehis-fr/t . mer to Timothy, and 
that to Titus, our moſt learned ithop Pearſon 5 has 
proved by unanſwerable Arguments. In both thoſe 
Epiſtles, we find theſe two ſingle» Perſons, inveſted 


with the ſame Power gyer the ble which the | 


Biſhops have all Along claimed in the Church, as! 


obſerved in my Sermen . To them it belonged to 


ordain Elders in every bur ch; Titus i. 5. 1 Zim. v. 
2210 2 Zim. ii. dpi ſound Dor 5 5 

and to cenſure tho. that pie or publiſh'd what 
Was falſe, 1 Tim. i. g. Titus ii. I, 7, 8, 15. iii. 10. 
If Presbytery werte the ſupreme, Order or Office in 
the Church, what need was there for St. Paul to leave 
Timothy at Epbeſus, and Titus at Crete to ordain El- 
ders? Were there: nat Presbyters at Epheſus already ? 
Why might not they ordain, if ſuch a Power were 
inherent in their Office, as well as any Presbyters of 
the preſent Age? Why might not they receive Accu- 
ſations, and inflict Church Cenſures? When the Ad- 
verlaries of Epiſoopaey affirm, that Timothy and 77. 
zus were extraordinary Officers, whereas the Powers 
they exerciſed were only ordinary, and ſuch as were 
to continue in the Church for ever; this only ſhews 
that vyhnt ſome Men want in Reaſon, they are reſolved 
to make up in Cenſiden ge.. 
In Oppoſmion to theſe Reaſons, Mr. Norman and 
his Friends piead, that Timosby and Titus were E. 
dangoliſt : Timutty is indeed required to do the Mort 
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(13) 
of an Evangel:ft*, but we may obſerve, it was not his 
whole Work to preach and propagate the Goſpel, 
which was the peculiar Office of an Evangeliſt; but 
beſides that, he was to ſettle the Churches, to govern 


them, to ordain Officers, to cenſure Offenders: 


Theſe Things are particularly giver him in Charge, 
whereas doing the ort of an Evan 77 was com- 
mon to him, with diverſe others. But ſtill Mr. Nor- 
man wants to ſee it proved that they bad a fixed Di- 
oceſe . And ptay, how doth he prove that they had 
any other conſtant Reſidence but Epheſus and Crete, 
after they were fixed there? All that can be alledged 
to this Purpoſe, mult be taken from Timothy's Ao 
quent Travels with St. Paul mentioned in the Ace, 
and his being with the fame Apoftle, when he wrote 
his Epiſtles 0 th Philippians and. Coloſſians ®. But 
none of theſe Remoyals of his reach to the Time 
when he was fix'd at Epbeſus, which,” as hath been 
ſaid already, was not till St. Paul's Releaſe from big 
firſt ae ee 1 that for aught appears to the 
contrary, from the Time they were ordained Biſhops, 
they kept their fix? Reſidence or Abode, the one at 
Epheſus, the other at Crete, according as St. Paul. 
had particularly deſired Timothy to do'®; and he take 
it for granted, that if he himſelf ſhonld zarry long be- 
fore he came to Epbeſus, he ſhould ſtill find Timazhy 
there's 7 1 HIRED CF 1, ko 1350 a0 590 


But ſuppofe Timothy ſhould haye been called from 


as the Occafions of the Church ſhould require ; this 
de Obel o more againſt their being fix'd Biſhops f 
the Churches committed to their Care, than oh 
carp's * taking a N to Rome, to procure an A. 
reement between the Eaſtern and eſters Churches, 
who differed about the Celebration of Eaſter, proves 
that he was not all the while really and truly Biſhopof 
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The other remarkable Period of Time which the 
Scriptures furniſheth us with, from whence we may 
date the Settlement of the Epiſcopal Government in 
the Church, is when St. John was releaſed from his 
Banihhment in the * of Patmos, and fixt his Abode 
at Epheſus. The Teſtimonies of Tertullian and Cle- 
mens Alexandrinas are expreſs to this Purpoſe. The 
former ſaith *, that the Order of Biſhops, when traced 
xp to its Original, will be found to have St. John for one 
of its Authors : Clemens Alexandrinus hath recorded 

of him * that when he was fixed a poſs he went 


about the neighbouring Regions, ordaining Biſhops, aud 
ſetting apart ſuch Men for the Clergy,' as were mark- 
ed out to him by the Holy Gboſt: And this Account of 
St. John's ſettling Churches and Church Officers, is 
confirmed by the. Deſcription that inſpired Author 
gives us of the ſeuen Charches in Alia, with an An- 
] or. ſingle Governor, preſiding over each of them!: 
dmitting, that there may be a nyſtical Meaning im- 
plied in thoſe Epiſtles of Chriſt to the ſeven Churches 
and their Azgels ; yet it muſt be granted, that as thoſe 
ſeven Churches were really in being, and Churches of 
note at that Time, ſo they are deſcribed according to 
that Model or Frame of Government, which they 
had when St. John wrote his Revelations. _ 
What has been ſaid, I think, ſufficiently proves the 
Settlement of the Epiſcopal Government by St. Paul 
and St. John in the ſeveral Churches of their Planta- 
tion, during the two remarkable Periods of time a- 
bovementioned. It is probable indeed, that in ſome 
Churches they might appoint Biſhops. ſooner, and in 
others later, according as the Exigencies of the ſeve- 
ral Churches might require, or they themſelves might 
be able to ſupply the want of a Biſhop, by their own 
Care and Overſight, The like Proofs might, no 
doubt, be made out concerning the other Apoſtles, 
who all acted by one and the ſame Rule, if we had 
Any certain Records of the Succeſs of their Labours: 
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(15) 
Every one that is acquainted with Church Hiſtory, 
knows, how few Remains are left of the Writers 
that ſucceeded the Apoſtolical Age, ſo that we have 
very imperfect Accounts of the Tranſactions of thoſe 
Times ; but yet the general Senſe of the Church may 
be made out from theſe two Conſiderations _ - 

1. That the Succeſſion of 97 from the Times of 
the Apeſtles in the moſt eminent Churches, is clear from 
undoubied Teſtimony. Ede eee a 

2. It appears from the moſt antient Writers, that 
 Epiſcopacy was ſettled in all Churches in their To: | 

As to the firſt of theſe, I had referred in my Ser- 
mon u at the bottom of the Margin, to the Teſtimo- 
nies of Exſebins*, Irenæus , Tertaullian *, and other 
antient Writers, who give us an Account 'of the 
Names of thoſe Biſhops who were ſettled by the A- 
poſtles in the Government of the principal Churches, 
of which they were Founders ; ſuch as Fernſalem, 
Rome, Epheſus, Crete, Athens, &c. I will repeat ſome 
of the Words of thoſe Writers, to ſet the Matter in 
as Clear a Light as is poſſible. Euſebius and 9 
rom inform us, that there were three Biſhops ſuc- 
ceflively at Athens, all trained up by the Apoſtles, and 
two of them probably conſecrated by their Hands ; 
Dionyſius the Areopagite, Publius, and Quadratus: 
The laſt of theſe St. Feroxz calls a Diſciple of tbe A- 
bahnen which in all Probability relates to his being 

rought up under the Inſtruction of St. obhn. 

St. Chryſoſtom, who was a Native of Azt:och, and 
lived there great part of his Life, tells us ©, that Ig- 
natius was ordained Biſhop of Antioch by the Apoſtles. 
dreneas © teſtifies, that Pohcarp was made Biſhop, of 
Smyrna by the Apoſtles; and adds, that he himſelf 
when he was a young Man knew him, and therefore 
could not be miſtaken in what he relates of him; 
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tat holy Biſhop ſuffered Martyrdom about the Year 
of Chriſt 147. as Biſhop Pearſon '© has proved, having 
been a Servant of Chriſt eighty fix Years, as he him- 
ſelf "ſays , ſo that the middle part of his Life muſt 
fall into the Apoſtolick Age. The fame Author 
treating of this Subject in general, ſaith *, that zhe 
Ipoftles committed the Gare of the ſeveral Churches to 
1e Biſhops whom rhey ordained, whom they left as 
their Succeſſors, and to ſupply their Places in the Of- 
Nee of Teaching and Government : And then he adds, 
That fence it would tale up too much Time to reckon 
= thoſe who had ſucceeded the Apoſtles in all the 
burches of the 'World, he would inſtauce in that of 
Rome, where Linus was firſt ordained by the Apoſtles 
Biſhop, then Clemens, aud ſo he reckons up the Bi. 
Hops that ſucreeded in that See to hit own Time. © 
We may further obſerve, that thoſe Writers, though 
hey ſpecity only the more eminent Churches, as hav- 
Ing Biſhops ſettled in them by the Apoſtles, yer ac- 
4qvaint us, that 2b ſame Order and form of Government 
"Was ſettled by them in all other Churches, which I of- 
Fered as the ſecond Confrderation, for clearing up the 
general Senſe of the Church upon this Point; fo in 
the forementioned Place Irenzens fpeaks of the Bi- 
ſhops as ſuccecding the Apoſtles in all Churches *: And 
in another Place he ſpeaks ! of that Form'or Model of 
be Body of Carp the Church] which was ſettled in 
z#be 83 i Hops, to whom the Apoſtles commit 
dell the Care of the nui verſal Charch, ot, the Church i 
-hobich was ſettled in all parts of the World. So Ter- 
-Fallian*, after he had inſtanced in ſome of the moſt 
eminent Churches where the Apoſtles had-ſettled Bi- 
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| ounds of the Earth, areby the Will 
of Feſws Chriſt. Here this holy Martyr plainly aſſerts 
the divine Authority of the Epiſcopal Office, ;and its 
being ſettled all the World over; and it is undeniable 
that {varia always uſes the Word B:ſbop as we do 
at this Time, for an Office ſuperior to. Presby- 
I mali concludethis Point in thoſe excellent Words 
of Biſhop Stilling fleet , in an Ordination Sermon 
preached March 18, 168+; and Mr. Norman would 
have had no Reaſon to boaſt of his Authority, if he 

had compared the Irenicum with thole Sermons and 


t the died Church, when, he came to matyrer 
; Rock I Jo e. 94113 183162 
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„ make no Alteration in it. And to the Divine I#- 
ſtitsion of the Lord's Day, we do not go about to 
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© leſſen it, but only to ſhew, that ſome Examples ii 2. Be 
* Scripture being joined with the zziverſal Practice ¶ ¶ cem 7 
«of the Church in its puteſt Ages, hath been allow- ef Go 
<< ed to be ſufficient Ground, not only for following WW/-ave 
Ages to obſerve it, but to look on it, as at leaſt an MiWozher 
© Apoſtolical Iuſtitution. Now it cannot but ſeem Ward 70 
„ unequal, not to allow the ſame Force, where there era! 
js the ſame Evidence; and therefore our Church e #/ 
„ :hath wiſely and truly determined.” that ſince the Wh 
*6 Apoſtles times there have been three Orders of Bi- C11: 
'& "ſhops, Prieſts aud Deacons, and in a regular well er's - 
& conſtituted Church, are to continue to the World's again. 
. Jf he Re Ee Ke = | hat 
FFV W 
Mr. Norman is pleaſed to alledge a Paſſage in Mr, hopes 
Chilling worth, as favouring his Cauſe: And I will tradid 
now, by way of Requital, recommend to him Mr. an te 
Chillingworth's Demonſtration of the Apoſtolical In. ved, th 
Ritution of Epiſcopacy, to be found at the e, of hto 2 P 
Bool, which he Es there at large, and ſums up ſelf in 
„ e eee e OD nr. is equ 
Pein NN S001 CHW eee 90 e eee e *, 
„ Epiſcopal Government is acknowledged to hae Im 
e been received univerfally in the Church, preſently of ſeei 
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“ after the Times of the Apoſtles: Between the A. 
4 poſtles and this preſently after, there was not Time 
enough for, nor Poſſibility of ſo great Alteration, 
«© and therefore there was no ſuch Alteration as was 
„ pretended. ?” From whence it follows, © that E- 
„ piſcopacy being confeſſed *to be ſo antient and 
„ catholick; muſt be alſo granted to be apoſtolick, 
& Quod erat demonſtraudum. Nel One 

But perhaps Mr. Baxter's Reaſons may have great- 
er Force with Mr. Norman, and he proves the ord: 
wary: governing part of. the Re ner Office was ſet- 
ted fon all follpwing Ages. 1. Becauſe we read of tht 
fetthag of that Form, but we never read of any Abr 


 litiongor | Diſcharge, or Ceſſation of the Inſtitution ed Biſn 
e 15 N i Ai 2 ; 2 1 6 ad = 

\ wht . 0 25 22 N 2 GAR Lei 
een n 5 — 
A Preface to the Book of Ordingtion. _ _.. v Remarks, p. 38 en 
© © See Bilhop Srilling flect's Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, p. 263. > In his 


2. Becanſ 


1 } >! 80 — 
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les in 2. Becauſe if we affirm a Ceſſation without Proel we 

ractice 1 ſeem t0, accuſe God of Mutability, as ſettling. one Form 

llow- F Government for one Age only, and no longer. 3. We 

wing eve room for audacious Wits accordingly to queſtion 

2aſt an WWozber Goſpel- Inſtitutiont, as Paſtors, Sacraments, &c. 
ſeem and 0 ſay, they were but for an Age. 4. It was ge- 

there ¶ ¶ neral Officers Chriſt promiſed to be with to the 2 7 of 
hurch WWzbe World, Mat. xxviii. 20,, AN. 

ce the When Mr. Norman can enervatethe Force of Mr, 

f Bi. Chilling worth's Demonſtration, or anſwer Mr. Bax- 
well er's „ Sf I will conſider this Matter over 
orld's again. | r u 
| had ſaid, that Ignatius's Judgment in the Diſpute 


about Epiſcopacy was ſufficiently known : I was in 


u Mr, Hopes that Aſſertion might have paſſed without Con- 
Iwill tradiction, but I find my ſelf miſtaken; for Mr. Nor- 
n Mr, nn tells me , that their learned Mr. Boyſe has pro- 
1 In- ved, that Ignatius is as favourable to their Cauſe, i. e. 


to a Presbyterian Parity, as to ours; and was him- 
ſelf in no other Senſe a Biſpop, than as that Word 
Wis cquiyalent to a Paſtor F a particular Congrega- 
_ ro, © a WIS 4 CT 

o have 1 muſt confeſs, I have never had the Opportunity 
ſently of ſeeing Mr. Boyſe's Diſcourſe, and know not at 
he A- pteſent how to come at the fight of it; but if Mr. 
Goyſe has found out that Ignatius is for a Parity among 


of his 


ms up 


Time ? NAS found 
ation, Church Officers, he has diſcovered more than Mon- 
s was eur Daillè with all his Wit and Learning could do, 


lat E- 
t and 
olick. 


and yet he had a great Share of both: If he had had 
the Luck to have made ſuch a Diſcovery, he might 
hen have ſpared his Pains in attempting to prove 

the Epiſtles of Ignatius to be ſparions ©; whereas he 
concluded, that the allowing them to be genuine, 


reat- 
Bre would afford an unanſwerable Proof of the Apoſto- 


» or dt* 


as ſet ical Inſtirution of Epiſcopacy. I can hardly believe, 
of the that Mr. Boyſe has read thoſe Epiſtles with greater 
lo- Gare, or underſtood them better, than our moſſ learn- 
ation. ed Biſhop Pearſor, who has defended their Autbori- 


1— — 


— iS | — | we 
ms germ BY 4 Remarks, p. 14. r Bid. p. 12. 

2 : | Inhis Book, De Seriptis ſub bee Ignatil nomine. 

canſe Rh | 1 ry, 


[ETD 
ty, and the Cauſe of Epiſcopacy aſſerted in them, 
| with that Variety of 10 and 0 of Ar- 

gument, that his Book is juſtly eſteemed a Maſterpiece 
dite king. 


As Antioch was the greateſt City 


ſol am apt to believe, that the 


— 


to a ſmall Congregation, to ſerve a preſent 
though it redound to the Diſhonour of our common 
Chriſtianity ; our Comfort is, that the Hiſtory of the 
As aftords us great Preſumptions to the contrary. 
We read As xi, 21, that the. Hand of the Lord was 
with the firſt Preachers there, and a great Number be- 
lie ved aud turned unto the. Lord: And when Barna 
bas came to F this Work, ſtil! here was. mach 
People added to the Lord, V. 24. when he brought 
Paul to Antioch, a whole Tear. they afſembled them: 
ſelves with the Church aud taught much People, V. 26, 
and all theſe Converts were probably Jews, or thoſe 
who were called Proſehytes of the Gate, for ſuch 
e Ereciaus undoubtedly. were mentioned, V. 20, 
£0: St. Paul and 3 were after ward ſet apart 
or preaching the Goſpel to the Gentiles, Chap. xiii. 2. 
and ſome time after that, they tell the Church of An. 
tioch as an, extraordinary. Thing, that God had opened 
the Door of Faith to the Gentiles, Chap. xiv. 27. And 
no doubt, but they were encouraged by that Succeſs, 
to preach the Goſpel to the Gentiles at Autioch, while 
they abode there long Time with the Diſeiplet, V. 28, 
And 'tis probable, that the Multitude of the. Gentile 
Converts there, made the Queſtion about Circumti- 
ſion of ſo great Importance, as to require ſo ſolemn 
a. Determination in the Synod. of Jeruſalem; and if 
che Church of Antioch was. ſo numerous in thoſe eat- 
ly, Times,.,we can't, with any. Probability conclude, 
that in 1 en afterwatd, when N Bi- 
ſhop, the Number of Chriſtians ſhould be no greater 
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ty of all the Eaſt, 
urch there from 
he beginning did bear ſome Proportion to the City. 
ut this famous Church where the Diſciples. were firſt 
called Chriſtians, muſt be dwindled by Mr. Boye in. 
urn, 


(21) 

than could meet in one narrow Afﬀembly ; but Idon't 
believe any of Mr, Norman's Friends will allow great 
Cathedrals to be of Primitive Inſtitution. 

St. Chryſoſtom, who, as I obſerved before, was a 
Native of Axtioch, and that Account, may be 
ſuppoſed- to have under oo the Primitive State of 
that Church as well as Mr. Beyſe, in his Oratiorn up- 
on Ignatius u, among other Things that redounded to 
his Honour, reckons. the Greatneſs of the City wheres 
of he was Biſhop, and the Number of Souls which 
were in it, which would lgnity very little to his 
Praiſe, if he had but one Congregation under his 
Care. That holy Biſhop while he was in his Journey 
between Antioch and Rome, whither he was ſent to 
ſuffer Martyrdom, writ ſeves Epiſtles of no great 
length, conſiſting of ſuch plain Inſtructions as his 
Zeal and Piety might be ſuppoſed to ſuggeſt to him, 
under the Fatigues of a long Journey, the Load of 
his Chains, the Cruelty: of his Keepers *, and man 
neceſſary Interruptions he received from the Kindneſs + 
and Reſpect paid him by the eg hbouring Churches 
as he paſſed along. Our moſt Reverend Primate, 
ſome Vears ago tranſſated them into Exgiiſp, for the 
Benefit of common Readers, out of whoſe excel- 
lent Tranſlation I will ſelect a fe Paſſages, and leave 
Mr. Norman or his Friend Mr. Boyſe to try their 
Skill in reconciling them with their Scheme of Pa- 


nutys A531 Si 

In his Epiſtle tg the Magneſiaus, Chap. 6. he thus 
expreſſes himſelf I exhort you that you ſtudy to 
« dp. all Things in a- divine Concord, your Biſhop 
„ prefiding in the place: of God, your Presbyters in 
* the place of the Apoſtles, and your Deacons' be- 
* entruſted with the Miniſtry of Jeſus Chriſt. 

And again, in his Epiſtle to the Trallians*,** Where- 
as ye are ſubject to the Biſhop as to Jeſus Chriſt, 
ye ſeem to me to live not after the manner of 
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Men, but according to Jefus Chriſt. Alſo be ye 
4 fſubject to Oo Presbyters, as to the Apoſtles of 

“ Jeſus Chriſt: The Deacons alſo, as being the Mi- 
&: niſters of the Myſteries of Jeſus Chriſt muſt by all 
Means pleaſe all: For they are not the Miniſters 
4 of Meat and Drink, but of the Church of God. ” 
And then again, « exhorting the Faithful to pay due 
KReſpect to the three Orders, he adds, WITHOUT 
4 THESE THERE IS NO CHURCH 
To the ſame Purpoſe he ſpeaks to the Philadelphi- 
ans, Chap. 7. The Spirit ſpake, ſaying on this 
vwiſe: Do nothing without the Biſnop: Love Uni- 
ty, flee Diviſions. ” The holy Martyr in that 
place ſolemnly declares, that he ſpake this by an im- 
mediate Inſpiration from God, being a Perſon endu- 
ed with miraculous Gifts, which were then common 

I ſhall mention one Paſſage more in the Epiſtle to 
the Smyrneaus, Chap. 8, 9. See that ye all fol- 
lo the Biſhop as Jeſus Chriſt does the Father; and 
* the Presbyters as the Apoſtles; and reverence the 
„ Deacons as the Command of God, Let no Man 
do any thing of what belongs to the Church ſepa- 
« rately from the Biſhop : Let that Euchariſt be 
looked upon as well eſtablifſh'd, which is either of- 
<© fered by the Biſhop, or by him to whom the Bifhop 
CONTI Conſent. It is not Tawful without 
* the Biſhop neither to baptize nor to celebrate the 
holy Communion: He that ' h@gygours the Biſhop 
„ ſhall be honoured of God; buWhe that does any 
„thing without is Knowledge, miniſters to the De- 
vil: Let all Things therefore abound to you in 
\_ 0. Charity. L P1048 $3515 2 4 4 Ps 477 | * v A2 | 
We may learn from ſeveral of theſe Paſſages; what 
was one great Prerogative of the Biſhop above the 
Presbyters, vix. that whereas he acted by an inde- 
- , pendent Power, the Presbyters ſtill acted in Depen- 
dence upon, and Subordination,to_bim, and could. 
do nothing without his Conſent, Direction, and Ap- 

_ probation. 3 is hight ne ge wu 
Another Pterogative of the Epiſcopal Power, and 
ſuch as was never communicated to Presbyters, ** 
. 2 the 


0 23 : 1 


the Office of ordaining . Biſhops, Prieſts, and Dea- 
cons. The utmoſt that Presbyters could pretend to 
in this Matter, was to lay on their Hands together 
with the Biſhop in the Ordination of Presbyters, which 
was allowed them by one of the Councils of Car- 
= 7hage *, and is ſtill practiſed in our own Church. 

34 R Mr. Norman may ſee a Foundation to conclude, 
as he expreſſes it b, that tbere is a real Diſtiuction of 
Office. between a Biſhop: and Presbyter, 'contrary to 
what he is pleaſed to think; inaſmuch as ſuch Pow- 
ers and Acts of Authority belong to the former, as 
were never imparted to the latter. And for that ſtale 
Pretence, that ſueh a Diſtinction began about two hun- 
dred Years after the A Church was planted ©; 
belide the plain Proof I have given of Epiſcopacy, 
being ſettled a whole. Century before that I ime, I 
refer Mr. Norman and the Reader to Mr! Chilling- 
worth's Demonſtration abovemention'd, where he 
ſhews, how morally impaſſible it is, that the Church 
Government ſettled by the Apoſtles, ſhould:ſo ſoon 
after be changed into another Kind, and the Power 
be wreſted out of the Hands of Presbyters ſo eaſi- 
* and ſo inſenſibly that all the Ghutehes in the 
= World believed, they had ſtill the ſame Government 
which the Apoſtles left them poſſeſſed of: This is a 
Change almoſt as incredible, as that of Jrauſubſtau- 


tuation it ſel. 


In order to prove that Epiſcopacy was not univer- 
ſally ſettled in the Times of the Apoſtles," Mr. Nor- 


man preſents his Reader with another new Diſco- 


very, which his Friend Mr. Withers has made for him, 
2iz. * That when Clemens wrote his Epiſtle to the 
* Corinthians, that Church had no Biſhop, and was 
„governed by Presbyters all the Lives of the two 
** great Apoſtles Peter and Paul, and for twenty 
or thirty Years after their Death, if not much 
* longer... RAGS W013 30 as 
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| | Concil, Carthag « 3. Can, 3. 5 | Remarks, p. 14. 5 
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This Aſſertion of Mr. Withers contains ſome 


add, th 
Things talſe, others doubtful and precarious. - plainly 
I. I ſay it is falſe, that the Church of Corintb was Churck 
govern by Presbyters, all the Life of St. Peser and men 
St. Paul. St. Paul tells us in his ſecond Epiſtle to . prop 
the Corinthians, that the Care of all the Churches . bave 
lay upon him; and particularly he referved to him- “ obli 
ſelf the Inſpe ction of the Church of Corinth for ſome ever 
conſiderable Time, as appears from ſeveral Paſfages Plac 
in both his Epiſtles to that Church. In the Caſe of wherei 
the inceſtuons Perſon, he ſends his Excommunicatio vice in 
ainſt him, and orders it to be publiſſed in the Seaſon 
hurch, and / the Criminal as though he himſelf pointe 
were preſent, 1 Corinth. v. 3, 4, 5. and afterwards Wl tence, 
releafeth him from the Cenſares inflifed on him wp. A meet 
on his Repentance, 2 Coriucb. ii. 10. and when ſome the Ch 
of their Teachers began to ſet up themſelves in Op- Mil Clerg) 
poſition to the; Apoſtie, he is forced to aſſert his Ay- as mar 
thority, to let them know he was their Farber , and {ge 15 
they ſtill owed him the Duty of Children, and threat · WW ackno 
ens to exerciſe: his Apoſtolical Power over them; tior tc 
inaſmuch as hi Line *, i. e. his Dioceſe or Juriſdic Vibe 
on did extend even as far as to them. I think when „ 5! 
the Apoſtle: writ this, he had not left that Church cords 
wholly to be governed by Presbyters. an tr 
That the Church of the Coriuubian, was without make, 
a Biſhop when Clemens wrote his Epiſtle, J am con- in the 
tent to allow, but for a Reaſon which 1 believe will that E 
not do Mr, Norman or Mr. Webers any Service. | which 
look upon the Conjecture of the learned Dr. Man- And by 
rice i to be very probable, who has brought ſeveral bas pri 
Reaſons to prove, that the See of Corinth being vs the E 
cant by the Death of the Biſhop, as it is moſt likely, Apoſt 
was the Occaſion of Clements writing of that Epi: was! 
to them, and that the Contention ſo much reproved te, 


there, was about the chuſing another Biſtiop in the it | 

room of the deceaſed : To this Conjecture I would AA 

r — — lets c 

2 8 nee | 1 2Gor, x. 6, l. — 
P. 491, Of, 


„„ 1 add, 


add, that there is a Paſſage in that Epiſtle, whicti 
plainly ſuppoſes three Orders to have been in. the 
Church at that Time. The high Prieſt, ſaith Cle- 


rand ment u, has his proper Office, the Prieſts have à 
He to . proper Place allotted for them, and the Levites 
ches® have their peculiar Miniſtry,” and the Lay Man is 
bim: obliged to keep his own Station. Brethren, let 
ſome every one of een in his own Order or 
Mages . Place.” The Words going before this Sentence, 
eſe of herein Clemens exhotts them to perfotm God's Ser- 
ration vice in an orderly manner, and at ſet Times and 
n the Seaſons; and by ſach Perſons whom he hath ap- 
rmſcl pointed; and the Application in the aft Sen- 
wards A tence, ſhews, that the Writer of that Epiſtle applies 


WY bicnſelF co the ſeveral Ranks or Orders of Men in 


» wy. 
fore ce Chutch, though he calls the ſevetal Orders of the 

Op- Clergy by the ſeveral Titles of the Jewiſh Prieſthood, 

Au- as many of the antient Writers do. I think this Paſ⸗ 

and age is as good a Proof, that the Epiſcopal Order was 

rcat- acknowledged by the Azzhor of that 5 as ſupe- 

m; tior to that of the Presbyters, as any Evidence- Mr. 

dig Vitbers can offer, that the Church of Coriutb bad 

hen 20 8 for ſome Years after. What unknown Re- 

arch A cords Mt. Withers has met with T cannot tell; this I 

_ can truly affirm, that after the utmoſt Search Jean 

hout make, I find no mention of the Church of Cormzb 

con- in the antient Writers, from the time of the writing 

will that Epiſtle, till Dionyfius ſat Biſhop of that Church, 

1 1 which was about the middfe of the ſecana Century: 

Man- And by the Fragments of his Epiſties which Enſebias u 

veral bas preſerved, we may conclude, that he look d upon 

N13 the Epiſcopal Order. as ſettled in te Times of the 

ely, Apoſtles.; fot he tells us, that Sr. James the Apöſtle 

pile was Biſhop of Jeruſalem; and Dionyſins the Areopa- 

oved ee, St. Paul's Convert, the firſt Biſhop of Athens: 

1 the It is Mr. Norman's Happineſs" to converſe with 

ould Wtiters that have fearched into the untrodden Paths | 
| of Church Antiquity, and diſcovered ſuch Patticu- | 
— lets concerning aatut's Epilttes; and the Primitfve | 
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State of the Charch. of Corinth, as the World wlll: deed 
never acquainted with before; and I, can't but wills on: 
that theſe learned Men who, have furniſhed Mr. Nat in 
man with ſuch ea N # Qbſervanons, would in r. LI 

tr Nona him in the common P 15 of the antient Chari f St. 
2225 to which his Remar ſhew him to be altoge{ntitile 


| ther 1 Stranger. ent in 
HO Mr. FART will give us a Specime r. Sei. 

209 his Reading; and whereas I had challen ed this 0772 

Diſſenters to produce an Inſtance of a Churo n of t 

Tettls without a Biſhop for above fifteen hun- P. 


dred Years 50 CR, © produces a long Quota 


ln th: 
on out of W 2 5 s Ireuicum, giving uM 


o Scot. 
oo, th 
ere ar 
e Lea 


Account © of the Scottiſi Presbyters called C aldi 
„ho governed Rigs urch without ' Biſhops for 
4 long Time, as their Hiſtorians tell us, who affim 
J 4 at from the Time of the Conveti on of e ti 
4 Scortife Nation, A. D. 263. to the coming of PA ann 
tins, A. D. 430. they were only governed by Prep ill in 
« © hs and Monks. aency 
D pon this Occation Mr. Norman triumphs ok thok 
me, for 2 having obſerved ſo remarkable a pieced N 
"Church iſtory, 10 be met with in a Book ſo gene WW eer 
; rally-read as the Irenicum is: But I can aſſure him after 
421 read the Irenicum, Which I very much ſuſpelſ N ver 
as not, but took his Quotation at Econd Hand reat MI 
out of ſome other Book; and the Reaſon of my Si mira 
Acion) is, that in the Margin he refers to Irenicun 
24 Eat. PG, whereas the Reference ſhould be, i 
7 20 Part, Chap. 7. Sęct. G. where 5 Fu 
tage is really to be found; ſo unfottunate is 
man in that little ſhew be would make of his "Reab 
- ing; and as to the Story it ſelf, I haye heard of ili 
more than ee particularly i in my Though on Tr 
When J ſaid in my Sermon, that 4 Jn/Zance of ton Tr 
Kind. had been produced, that could . 1 
8 any 2 of ordinary Reading or be gp . $ 
. find. r. Norman is a Perſon, of A than 2505 A 
- Reading and e Who pives 1 de 10 ff 
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WH: dccd one might have expected, that there had been 
It wil eee to Scholarſhip, ſo little conver- 
. No at in Books of Learning, as not to have heard that 
1d in r. Lloid the late learned Biſhop of Worceſter, then 
Bure St. Aſaph, writ a Book on purpoſe to confute it, 
altoge ntitüled, An Account of the amient Church Govern- 
ent in Great Britain and Ireland, and dedicated it to 
r. Sillingfleer; who afterwards, when he publiſhed 
is Origines Britaunitæ, writ a Preface in Vindicati- 
n of the Biſhop's Book, as may be ſeen in the very; 
le Page of tht Wort. 
In that Treatiſe the Biſhop proves, that there were 
o Scott in Great Britain till after the Year of Chryt 
oo, the Scortf being then Inhabitants of Ireland; not, 
ere any of them ſettled in Cat Britais till about 
e Year od. The ſame 1 Archbiſhop. 
er had made before in his Primordia Eccle/iarum 
f Pa itannibat um, C. 16. But Biſhop Lloid places them 
y Prei in 4 clearer” Light, and ſhews the utter Incon- 
Itliency of this Story, with all the genuine Accounts 
1s o thofe' Times; but the Wiitings of "Archbiſhop: 
piece er, Biſhop Pearſon, Bittiop Lhd, and Biſhop ff, 
> gene eee (except his Irenicum, à great part of which, 
e him after wards fetracted, having writ the Book when'be 
fold very youre, as de pleads for himſelf.) Theſe 
1 Hai et Men, whoſe Names and Writings ate had in 
ny Su miration by all the learned World, Mr. Norm 
enicus pleaſed to take no Notice of, either as being 56. 
1 be, = bs Regard, or above biy Underſtanding, 
at Fi Let Mr. Norman for me enjoy His profound I no. 
Ir. No nee in theſe Matters, but he mult not think, that” 
s Rea ecauſe he is falt a- ſleep, others Have not their Eyes 
rd of en, to warn his Readers not to take any Things 
ought den Trulf from hi de took up it ſecond Hand. 
„ Oo 
im The latter pare of the Quotation taken out of the 
- but ici, refating tô the Gotbich Churches, which” 
or dna) Ppoſes. them to have been governed by Presbyters.. 
lit to 1 x eee eee Os 
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P Sex ſeveral Conferences, p. 148. And Preface to an Ordination. Ser- 
In; and to the Unreaſ oſs of Separation p. 72. ; 
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for aboye ſeventy Years, to the Time of Ulph;las their 

rſt Biſhop, relies wholly. upon the Credit of Phi 
Gia e and every one that knows any Thing of 
Church Hiſtory, knows him to be a notorious Liar; 
and is in this Story contradicted by an Author of much 
better Credit than himſelf, vi. Socrates, who ex- 
prefig tells us a, that Ulphilas was the firſt Biſhop of 
the Gozhs that fell off to the Arian Party, Theophi- 
lus, that was his Predeceſſor, having been preſent at, 
and ſubſcribed to the Nicene Council; accordingly 
his Nane (till appears among the Szb/cripzions at the 
end of that Council. i 
I think I haye made good the Challenge I offered 
againſt Mr. ee ee ; and becauſe he ac- 
cuſes me of Unkindneſs in queſtioning the . Validity 
of the Diſſenters Ordination, I ſhall venture to offer 
him another Challenge, vi. That he would produce 
any Inſtance of a Preasbyterian Ordination that was 
reputed valid, during ſeveral Ages of the Church: 
The Defenders of the Presbyterian Cauſe have never 


yet produced one, and I/ dare venture to ſay, never 
will. It was thought ſuch a Preſumption, that we read 
of but very few Inſtances of its being ever attempt. 
ed: The moſt remarkable Caſe is that of / 1/chyra, 


4, 


who, was degraded by the Synod of, Alexandria *, be- 


cauſe Cellurhus ho ordained him Maß hut à Presbj- 
ter, though pretend 


ing to be a Biſhop., The Telt- 
mony, of St. Ferom is, full to this Point; for in the 
ſame Place where he fets off the Officeof Presbyter 
to the beſt Advantage, he ſtill excepts the Power of 
Ordination: , bat if it, ſaith he, 2h 4 Biſhop dos 
more thay @ Precbyter, Jetting afide the. Pawer of Or: 
MH... 41 t O0F-tTOH 23,69 eh oigw vi, 

I had thought it proper.to obſerye , what a ſevere 
Character Chriſt gives to thoſe that are not called in 
a regular manner to the Miniſtry :, Mr., Norman it 
angry with me for warning him and hig Brethren of 


. 
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of the Ordination of our Diſſenters, and thoſe of the 
foreign reformed Churches, is widely different: And 


(29 ) 

their Danger, whereas his proper Buſineſs was to 
clear himſelf, and them from ſuch an Imputation. 
Our Diſſenters Ordinations are not only wichout, 
but in Oppoſition to Biſhops, againſt the. eſtabliſhed 
Laws of this Church in particular, and the Practice 
and. Diſcipline of the . Primitive Church in general: 

T hey look upon the Epiſcopal Order as an Uſurpa- 
tion, and make this a Ground for their Separation, 
an Opinion which none of the reformed Charches 
Abroad have ever, countenanced; on the contrary, 

they have always ſpoke reſpectfully of the Epiſcopal. 
Power, as exerciſed in this Church: They have upon 
ſome Occaſjons expreſſed their Defire of — 3 
ſettled among themſelves: They condemn our Diſ⸗ 
ſenters as guilty of a ſchiſmatical Separation from 
their lawful Superiors *: The Reader may ſee this 
fully. made out in an excellent Treatiſe of the learn- 

ed Mr. Bingham, entituled, The, French Churches A- 
pology for the:Church of England, Book iv. Chap. 4. 

2 Book I can't but recommend to the Peruſal of all 
ſober. and moderate Diſlenters, which if carefully 
conſidered, , muſt. either convince: them of the Un- 
lawfulneſs of their own Separation, or at leaſt make 

them ſenſible, that according to their Principles, they 

mult likewiſe ſeparate from all the foreign Churches 
Abroad, there being none of them but have Rules 

and Orders for the decent Adminiſtration of Divine 
Service, and the due Government of their ſeveral 
Churches, and oblige their Members to ſubmit to 
Jem. under the Penalty of Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
res oy ton (Hof 4 S481 a3} 5 a. 
From what has been ſaid; it appears, that the Caſe f 


1 find the moſt zealous Defenders of the Epiſcopal 
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® See the Letters of ſome foreign Divines at the end of Biſhop Stil- 
lingftetr's Unreaſonableneſs of Separ ati. INE 
See Dr. Dress View of the Government and Werſhip of the reformed 
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Continuance and Propagation of the Separation to 


het us then take à View of Mi! Normas's Scrip- 


afterward aboliſn: But of this enougti has been ſaid: 


Nr. Smith. Archbiſhop, Bramhefs Werth p. 164, 597- 
e 


: 1 

| > _— : 
Cauſt , have had favourable Thoughts of thoſe Wl 
Churches, though ſettled without Biſhops; for they Il 
look upon theirs'as a-Caſe of Neceſſity, which often 
diſpenſes with God's 'poſzzive- Inſtitutions, and even 

with the Uſe of the Sacraments theinſelves. 
From hencethe Diſſenters may be convinced, that 
their Ordinations are as much againſt the Judgment of 
the reformed Churches Abroad, as"againſt the Conſti- 
ration. of ourcown at Home; atid imply in them the 


*% 


future Generations; and therefore it might beexpe&- 
ed, that there ſhould be ſome clear Proof from Scrip- 
ture to warrant an Action ſo prejudicial to Peace and 
Unity, one of the principal Duties of the Chriſtian 
Dre 1220 tn jo piling 25 2799ts; 


ture Arguments te juſtify theſe Otdinations. - He firſt 
makes ſome Demurs about the Dizine Right of E- 
piſcopacy: In anſwer to which it is ſufficient to ſay, 
that if that Order was' ſettled in the Church by the 
Apoſtles} with an' intent it ſhould be continued to 
after Ages, that is as good a Foundation for a Di- 
vine Right, as can be pretended for the Obſervation 
of the Lord's Duy, or for the Authority of the Ca- 
nom of the ne- Teſtament; and is ſuch an Eſtabliſn- 
ment, as no Authority reſiding in the Church can 
before. n 7. 1 | 5 
In the next place Mr. Norman repeats what he had 
faid before, coneerning Timothy and Titus being ex- 
traordinary Officers. This has been anſwered alrea- 
dy; and moreover it has been ſnhe wed, that the Pow-. 
er of ordaining' others is exprefly given to Timothy 
and Titut, with plain Intimations, that the Presby- 
tery could do nothing in that Kind without theſe ſu- 
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5 imothy was ordained- himſelf, 4% he laying on of 
= :he 25 of the Presbytery,*. But I _—_ find 
that theſe Gentlemen, who, as Mr. Nor man tells us , 
are no Strangers to the Scripture, ſhould overlook ſo 
plain a Text as that of 2 Timothy i. G. I berefore I 
put thee in Remembrance, that thou ſtir up the; Gift of 
God which is in thee, by the putting an d my Hands. 
Here we ſee St. Paul was the pripoipyl Conveyer of 
the Authority committed to Timothy; fo that the o- 
ther Text will never prove, that the Presbyters have 
the Power in themſelves, without the Goncurrence, 
much leſs againſt the expreſs. Commands of that Or- 
der which is placed ayer them. Mr. Norman ven- 
cures to ſay, that the Authority of the, abovementi- 
oned Text, 1 Tim. iv. 14. doth fully ſatisfy: him and 
his Brethren, that the Power ef Urdaining did they, 
aud doth now, helong to fee 5. But IL. ſuppoſe 
Mr. Norman ſatisfies himſelf with the bare Sound af 
the Words as they run in our Eugliſ Tranſlation, 
for if he had recourſe to the Original, he would find, 
that the Word Dera, is neuer uſed in a Senſe 
relating to the Chriſtian Church, but in this one Text 
in the new Teſtament; ſo, nothing can be concly- 
ded with Certainty;concerning its Senſe here. Me. 
Calvin underſtands; the Word of the Office of 2 
Presbyter, and joins it to the Word Gift which went 
before; but taking the Words in their natural Or- 
der, which our Tranſlation follows, the Mon 
Presbyzery may very probably figuif) an Aſfembiy of 
ſome of the Apoſtles themſelves, who! are exprefly 
called Prester, 1 Peter v. 1,3. and the 3. Ffille 
of John, V. 1. To make this 'Senſe the Möra no- I 
| bable, we may obſerve, that Iguarint a Diſpiple of 
55 Ap ſtles, called the Apoltles che Prestien 
[4 
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od arch, the very Word uſed here in ãhe - 
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Mr. Norman is very forward to quote the Words 
of the Lord Biſhop of Hereford, when he thinks they 
Favour his Cauſe : I defire he would hear his Ld 
ps Judgment upon this Text: Thus he anſwers 
r. Calamy, who urged the Authority of it“: * Let 
«it be _ that an Aſſembly of ſuch as were in 
% thoſe Days called Ihpwairys, made the INpeo fu] | 
« here ſpoken of,. the very higheſt Church Ot: 
« ficers called therhſelves Ilgwr&ripe: in thoſe Days. 
The Explication I have given of this Text, ſnews 
how groundleſs Mr. Norman's Confidence is, that 

this Text alone will bear ont him and his Brethren in 
| "the Power they uſurp in Ordaining others, in Defi- 

ance of a ſuperior Order ſettled in this Church from 

the firſt planting of Chriſtianity here 
What follows in the n art on- 
ward and an inward Call, is what both Sides agree 
in: We think it a great Sin for any Man to apply 
Himſelf for an 'v=:ward Call, that has not an'/zward 
one: The Laws of our Church do ſtrictly charge 
thoſe who have the Power of calling Men to the 
Miniſtry, to admit none but ſuch who by their Lives 
and Converſations give probable Proofs of their in- 
ward Call; but yet it is the o#zward Call muſt de- 
termine the Validity of Men's Miniſtry, becauſe the 
inward Call can't be certainly known to any but 
themſelves, and the Searcher of Hearts, as Mr. Nor- 
man obſerves in a like Cafe l. I think Divines of all 
Perſuaſions agtee with the Doctrine of our Church 
delivered in her 26 Arzicle, to which Mr. Norma 
has, or ought to ſubſcribe, viz. That the Unworthi- 
we of Miniſters doth not binder the Effect of their 
- Adminiſtrations. © „ 


In the next Words ® Mr. Norman applies an Ob- 
ſervation taken from Monſeur Claude, to their own 

, -Caſe, viz. © That a lawful Call reſults from the 
« Agreement of three Will,, that of God, that of 
the Chxrch, and that of the Perſon called. But 
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Fete is one Particular I have not yet one to, 
which is but occafionally mentioned by Mr. Nor. 

mam ; but is the darling Notion of the Piſſenten 
o'r the preſent Age (who differ in this Particular, a 
well as in ſereral Schiess from Abeir Predeceſſenn 
And that is, that the primitive B 
Paſtor of a fing 


try ſtyles Ldeye dene) a:novel Fancy, 


other) new Notions; that took theit 


iſe from the Confuſions of our Civil Mart, when 


of Diſcord that had moved db Pref- 


terruus to overthrow” the whole Fabrick of the ell# 


'prompted the Iadependaus to over. 
yeerian Scheme of Church Govern- 
line; and theſe were encouraged bf 
Ne and Military Offirert, who 
1 21 be any Remains leſt 


vf Ohutch Author 923. Gt 230d) ammo nf 


as never heard of at the Time 


£ 3 77 eformation;"To as ſbuon as it appeared in the 
f it Was cbndemned by an etpreſs Canon of 
950 by ole. Heformgb#' *Charch' of Hauen their third 


of Gar, Arg; as a Sect moſt pre. 
jefal to the GH = dangerous to the State; 


they, in caſe it ſhould prevhil, r it 


25 ere un many Reli ions as ebe Par 
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My. decgned Bre wil lnot permit me to at: 


Confutation of chis upſtart Notion. 


Tel on juſt offer Tome general. Reaſons againft 
ſt, and refer the*Readevifbe further Proofs to thoſe 
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excellent; Writers, who have treated at large upon 
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n the this Subject. 00: ; 70 beine 201 nene, | 
— 1. Iudependency contradicts the Accounts the 
e to, WY Scripture gives us of tlie firſt planting of the Goſpel. 
Nor. We find at St: Peter's firſt. Sermon thtee thouſand 
nters were converted; and) afterward the Number aroſe 
r, a to five thouſand. Make what. Abatement can rea- 
ſors) ſonably be ſuppoſed for the Strangers that joined 
t the themſelves to the Church, tbe Number will be ſtill 
iſhop too big to be contained in ſuch a ſingle on ati- 
anch on, as aſſembled in the #pper Raom mentioned, Acts i. 
t firt 13. or ſome ſuch private Oratory; and yet the Be- 
theit lievers continued in he r Doctrine and Fellow- 
when ip, and in breaking of Bread, aid: in Prayers“. Af 
Pre. ter this we read, that Believers were ſtill the: more ad- 
esta · dd to the Lord, Multi tudes both of Men and; Was 
over men g. In the next Chapter, we ate told, hat the 
Vern Number of the Diſciples multiplied greatly *.:: And 
ed by yet after all theſe Acceſſions, theſe. Numbers were 
who all included under the Name of one Church, 
left 2. Inde pendeney reflects upon the Succeſs! of the 
van Apoſtles in their Miniſtry, as if they could never gain 
Fime more Converts inthe greateſt City, than might be con- 
n the tained in a ſingle Congregat io. 
mn of 3. It is inconſiſtent with the Conſtitution of the 
third firſt Churches, which conſiſted of a Biſhop, with a 
pre. conſiderable Number of Presbyters. to aſſiſt him, as 
tate; i bath been already ſhewed, which the firſt Chriſtians 
„can't be ſuppoſed to have maintained, only to attend 
Pa⸗ upon a ſingle Congreg ation. 
* 4. Whereas it is pretended-*, that independent Con- 
at- Cregations continued for at leaſt two bundred Years 
tion. after Chriſtianity was planted: This contradicts the 
ainft Accounts the Church Writers, and particulatly Tera 
hoſt tullian s, give us of the vaſt increaſe of Chriſtians 
in the ſecond and third Centuries, in all the gteat Ci- 
. 0 = ** - 


. ia. Ch. iv. 4. ; Þ Ch. ii. 42. 
d Ch. vi. 7. : | | bu ij 
Ad Scapnlam, 
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CE 28) 
ties of the Empire. Cornelis Biſhop of Rome ve 
in the middle of the 2bivd Cehtury)' Which ig nd 


much beyond the period. of Time, wherein” Mr. 70 

Normas faticies Iwdepydency to have fHduriſhed: 1 ters ha) 
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| * on! tion, th 3 
| enden Concluſion will Jeans Canon Ef 
jt much as the antient Gities Hd! large Territorid Wl 7 
© || = their: Juriſdiction, and \the''Charet? "Govern: Mito have 
ot ment following the Model of the State, the Chih ed to tl 
i ſtians living in diſtant Villages were under the- Jurib l fee n 
1 diction. of the City Biſhop, as may be proved by'v un Wi ſaid it 
1 deniable Evidehes.” ed,” pf Church 
6. And laſtiy, If d . poſe Independency will ext 
|  fettled in any Place, the Coden, of ic wou edlen 
118 beinolerable. » (| | + CARES to 
A} _ - 2; A private Perſon lying under an unjuſt Sen: ceffion, 
; | tence of a Congregation, 30 No: Relief; for there : God w 
0 is no pl lace left for an Appeal. f _ the end 
4 j 2. If a Paſtor turns Heretiek, there ip no Wa * make hi 
1.8 filegce, or hinder him from ſpreading his falſe eerely r 
b trine; 'becauſe there is no Judge or Superior to call Rules 
j Him to account. And of this the Difletiters have MW Claim t 
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lately had Experience, in the Cafe of Mr. Pierce; 
and _— ſame Inconvenience will follow, if a Whole 
CI ſhould >fpoule heretioal Opinions. 

NJ Reafons, which ſhew the Groundleſſneſs 
* miſchievous Conſequences of the ## 2 
Scheme, are at large ſet forth and made good by ſe- 
veral of the learned Defenders of our eh, pat⸗ 
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r 2 955 and . 
Mr. of Dioceſan Epiſcopacy 3 oo which our Pin- 
hed ; Pers have bee Jwerßees to'anfwer 3: ſo that bor 
ſui. bing but an invincible Obftin 7 can make 
d of end out againi} ich clear ad undeniable * 
oeh, dence. | 
the WF There remains another Point ti be conſidered, re- 
ie in lating to the ſecond general of my Sermon, to 
hou. which Mr. Norman has made his Excepfions. 
T had ſaid , Thar our ' Biſhops can derive their Aue ; 
very 7 boriry from the The "the Apoſtles, with as uni- 
"6 . I terrupted 4 N ee 4 other Ch Church 6. fare 
low, red to, not excepting that of Rome it 0 
ori always thought it a ſin oat e e 5 110 
ern · to ite the fpiritual Aut thori ſtors i 
Ihr. ed to them in an orderly and r 11 anner; and 
uri I fee no Reaſon to 5 my Op WA 22 never 
un. ſaid it was F nec es ng of 3 
durch; for I at perſuade at ab Slate Et 
ency will excuſe'the' want of fuch uninterrupted Ber 
ould {iceflign, as 1 have already ob erded; and I d 
not, but if chere ſhotld' be rea! Failyres in the Su — 
Sen · cefſion, through the Malice or Treachery 0 1 
there God who ht gr iſed to oe be with his Ci Kar 
e end of rhe „ will ſupply ; {ach e ne 
yy to make his own 'Ordinances e enk to thoſe 
Boe eerely receive them: For it does not agree 0 [ 
call {Rules of Mercy, that Men ſhould. forfeit b the 
have Claim to the means of Grace for ſuch Failures, ag 
ce; aſter all their Bite ence they can neither SE nop 
hole WY enaket ſpy But this' is no Reaſon w e ſhould 
. Wight or 'negle& thoſe Rules which bore een - 
Tnef MY blih'd in the Church from the beginning 
dem preſerving a r regular Szcceſfion, which are grounds 
y ſe. Ned upon the Authorit 7 of the Scripture it ſe 
\par- theſe . A Rn os CRIES 
y of * P. azg. CES 1 See likewiſe his Defince RAG 
| crab, 85755 erm. 5. 49 5 on + OY 
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You *: The Thin 281 4 045 N beard of 1 _ 2, is Sec 
ame N thou 10 foupful,. en e, and the like the H 
ainly imply, 2 the Power 20 the . and ap: rear 
| pointing others to, 1 ſucceed i in the W of the My tinue : 
dug was altogether reſiding, i in — \poſtles, and that ſo 
"whom they commiſſioned for that Purpoſe; ny Confit 
and in this Senſe Theſe Texts were underſtood in the Sake, 
earlieſt and pureſt Ages of the hn ch, whoſe Wi; fer ved 
tings and ſubſequent: Practice are the beſt Rule fo Wy ſent tl 
Interpreting the Scripture, eſpecially ſuch Texts a MR dained 
relate to the external Government and Diſcipline fn Bi 
the Church. So trenens in the Places I have cited ius, i 
before, makes uſe of this Argument for.diſtinguiſy Wh the # 
Ing the. Catholick Faith from the Pretences of He. bare! 
9 5 , that the Catholick Faith was taught by th 1ntr0d: 
5 i e wha | ſucceeded the. Apqlfles i 711 400 72 7 
. 5, , be Office, of inſtructing ai 
Uverniy the Faithful: And elſewhere, he appeals ' 
that Form or Model which was ſettled in the Sn 
9555 of Biſhops, 10 whom the Apa} 2 ene the 
Care of. the univerſal Church. 
When Novatian. was ſet up an Anti-biſhop at Romy, 
15 a 'Qppofition to Cornelius, who, was regularly ply 
Coed in that See, t. Cyprian 17 85 this as a 7 
pal Argument againſt wort bad bjoken in # 
the re p14 Succeſſion of Bt. and, calls, it a 
le t of thoſe Prece ts which are d. delivered by Clri 
d his. Apoſtles, The Care the Biſhops-, of thaꝶ Wil 
Ties Bet: to preſerve a pri Succeflion, appears i 
from hence, that whenever any Nation was .con Wn 
verted to the Fajth, ſome Biſhops of other Churche 
werecareful to ordain one or more Biſhops for. thok 
new Churches: A known Inſtance in this Kind, is 
that of ' Arhanaſizr's ordaining Tramentius to be g. 
115 of the Indies, as Ae T +84 Socrates | .relat 
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e, the Story : A later Example of this Kind we have it 
like the Hiſtory bf the Bobemias Churches, who in thi 
d ap: Year 1400 when they were At a Loſs how to con- 
M.. tinue a Succeſſion in their Minittry, havin heard 
„ and that ſome of the Maldenſes, Who had retited to the 
poſe; Confines of Moravia and Auſtria for Conſeietice 
in the Sake, had lawful Biſhops athon 7 Vat and had. pre- 
Wii, 3 | ſerved an uninterrupted Succeffion of that Otder; 
le a ſent three of their Miniſtets thicher, Who were or- 
xts a: WY dained by one Szephanus, and another of the Walden: 
ne o Biſhops. . This tory i told ar targe by. 1 7 

cited uus, in his i 11 of the rares Bobheini , and itt 
guiſhs the ſtor 25 Pen ecuFions. of the 7 
F He. Obarc bei and 7 de len liREwife in Dt: Dire 
by th Introdudion to his View of the Government and Wor- 
e i of the reformed Charthes , and as there related, 
it carries ſome Circumſtances t that dave evident Po- 
als ke ns of an interpoſing Providence; and 1 for. 
e dear ſaying; it was an Exainple worthy tobe ihitated 
by the Reformets of later Times." © © 196 


And now to gite an Atifirer to Mr. Meral 
Wy Cavils upon this Subject: The 'firſt of Wüſch 


Rome Cavils upo 
y pls Herber I believe ſueh an uliuioriupted Satte bas 4 
2rinci i Anſwer, I do believe it; as I believe other 5 kter: 
; 455 ef Fac, ſupported by hiftotica) Evidende he! 
_ Con nothing of Moment is RG to nt ee th : Ahd. 
Cl bave faid already, that when alf reafonadle C 
thok il has been taken to preſecyy the Sacerion, 1 000 
ppears i not dut rigs will 075 y ftich DeteQs, 4s bum 
con i 7 nnot dite ot prevent. Then 49 
arches bis Demand, How 7 prove'tbis Succeſſion I 'unfWer; 
thoſ - R it bell a Do@rihe* univerſal! ly received 
1d, is; amore alone could ordain, it Was morally. boy 4 
1 85 Wy file char any Petſons <6 d be f as, Bith 
[who had not Beer fo ordaihed.- „ N 


f man inſinuates that this æninterru e. 9 o * 5 


F "jp Doctrine: = this is an O — ddt fit fot 
af *- Gp. 2 Wn 4 ; 
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minent Divines. His 
to this Purpoſe, in the Preface to his Regale, where 


ter. 


( 34 ) 


thoſe to make, who are utterly unacquainted with 
the Senſe and Practice of the Primitive Church, and 
ſo account every Thing Popery, they do not like or 
underſtand ; whereby they do Popery. a ſignal Ser- 
vice, repreſenting it much antienter than really it is, 
And if the ſpeaking in favour of an uninterrupted 
Succeſſion, be the favouring of Popery, Biſhop Bur. 
net is chargeable with it, as well as many other e. 

Words are very remarkable 
ſpeaking of the Epiſcopal Form of Government, he 
faith, © 1 do verily believe it was begun by the Apo- 
ce ſtles, and continued down in at uniuterrupted] 
* Szceefiox in all Parts of the World, to our Days. 


III. I proceed to confider Mr. Norman's Remarks 
upon the bird Character I laid down of an Apoſts 
lical Charch, which was, that hey joined together in 
breaking of Bread, i. e. in artaking of the Lord's Sup: 
per; upon which Subject, I ſaid ®, it was © the De. 
« fire of our Church, that the Celebration of it might 
4 be reduced to its primitive Frequency. To 

hich Mr. Norman makes his Demur, by asking“ 
ow doth this appear? One would think, as he goes 
on, there ſhould be no better way of knowing the Dt 
fire of the Church than her Orders. Then he pre 
tends to ſet down; the Words of the 21* Canon of 
our Church, which he has repreſented. in _ ſuch 4 

anner, as argues in him an inexcuſable Negligence, 
f not ſomething worſe; and yet at the ſame Time 
he has the Confidence to appeal to me, whether the t fürthie 
Senſe of the Canos be not as he repreſents it. nent ou; 
will ſet down the Words of the Canon, and his Ae. erimion 
cizal of it, one over againſt the other, and leave rice 4 
the Reader to judge of the Fidelity of this Wir 
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and The Wards of the Canon, 

e Of OY k 
Ser WW 3 
a In every Pariſh Church 

Pre 


« and Chapel where Sa- 
« craments are to be ad- 


“ Realm, the holy Com- 


« miniſtred within this 


« munion ſhall be mini- 
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Mr. Norman's Recinal 
3 of it, Ek 


« In every Pariſh Church 
4 and Chapel, where Sa- 


* craments' are to be ad- 


4 miniſtred within this 
« Realm, the holy Com- 
«© munion ſhall be mini- 


it, he cc ſtred by the Parſon, & ftred at leaſt thrice in 
Apo. « Vicar, or Miniſter, ſo the Year. 8 
upted N often, and at ſuch Times, 


« as every Pariſhioner may 
« communicate r Zhe 


=. * + WY of . ng 4 5 „ 5 
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narks g Jeaſt thrice in the Year, 

poſer © whereof the Feaſt of © 

er 11 BE Eofter to be on. 

3 OUPs n F | DEL 
De- | ; , | 3% LP 
might Every one may here ſee the Difference between 
_ 10 the Words of the Canon, and Mr. Norman's Reci-. 
ing of it: The Canon requires, that in every Church. 
e goes and Chapel, the Communion ſhould be adminiſtred $0 
e De FTE N, and at ſuch Times, that every Pariſhioner- 
e is 2 communicate AT LEAST thrice in the Tear, 
10 0 e 


vhereof Eaſter 7o be one. Which Words impor | 
What the Sacrament muſt be adminiſtred twice at leaf 
rery Eaſter, for we can't ſuppoſe a whole Pariſh to 
ecceive the Communion at one and the ſame Time. 
further implies , that in large Pariſhes the Sacra-, 


it. I ent ought to be adminiſtred O F E N, that the 
us A. arimioners may have the Convenience of receiving 
leave e Par; and conſidering the Extent of ſome: 
Wi arithes; the Sacrament had need be adminiltred 
ce a Month at leaſt, to afford each Pariſhioner 

| ch a Convenience, Laſtly," the 'Canon ſays, that 
rice a Near is the LEAST that every Pariſhioner 


Pught to cemmunicate, whereby the receiving it. oft - 
er is recommended to them as highly uſeful. .. . 
i 8 l * deed by 


| The 
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ti | . % . « . | hip. | 
| The falſiſying publick Records is an infamous Crime 

| in Aut? 5 the Law, and trulythe.miſrepreſenting Wl 327 

them in ſuch a barefaced Manner, is an Offence that ue 

| Joes not come much ſhort of it, and ſhews little Bi 2 

Regard to Truth or fair Dealing in him that is guilty ; f * 

of it. Here we may ſee. how Paſſion and Prejudice (bie 

will burry Men on to catch at any Thing that will MW el * 

ſetyve a preſent Turn, and will not allow them Time nuch 

- fo make uſe of their cooler Thoughts, or ask them- B God 

ſelves that pertinent Queſtion of the | rophet, 1s there 4 

Mo or e. 

Now Mr. Nor man's Hand is in, be is refolved to hr 

go on in miſrepreſenting our Church, and faith *, : 

that in moſt of our Parihhes the Sacrament it admini- mach 

ftred no ofiner tban the Canon directs, taking it in 9 

the Senſe to which he has expounded it, which h 22 

manifeſtly falſe; for in moſt Cities, Market- Towns | bay) 

| and populous Pariſhes it is adminiſtred once a Month, W Helps 

| and in ſeveral of them every Week, Mr. Norma —.— 

| adds , that in the greateſt part of their Congregation, ſ:ives 

tbe Adminiſtration, of it is more frequent, and in ſome F Pr. 

of them once a Month, I am very glad to hear that 8 

eir Practice is ſo much amended from what it * — 

tmerly; for it is well known, that in the Time 0 To 

ir civil Confuſions, when moſt of the Churches 1 

in Exglaud were filled by Men of that Perſuaſion, win 

the Sacrament was not adminiſtred in ſome Church: ok: 


es for ſeveral Years, together, without any Notice 
being taken of ſo ſcandalous a Neglect; and ſom: 


Mens Backwardneſs in coming to that holy Service, 105 - — 
which we confeſs, there is too, much Cauſe to ls 2 
ment, is very much owing to the ill Impreſſions 45 
which took their Riſe from thoſe Times ; for 1 Y — 
ieve, 1 may appeal to thoſe that have the Cure "BY Low? 
Souls whether they have not obſerved, that of NE 
thofe that haye any Regard for Religion, ſach 1 
moſt backward in coming, 60 the, Sacrament, wio Bw 
are moſt enclined to the Diſſenters way, of Wor BF —— 
F | 4 _ = Sqn 5 . ee 0 ln. 
{| «rows 461115 vivid 26 0593 071 n L Bid. 
Ie. zliv. 0. © Remarks p. 23. Did. 
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bir. 


ine Such Perſons are commonly of Opinion, that 
ning ¶ Preaching is the chief part of God's Worthip: I take 
ethat this to be an Opinion of ill Conſequence, becauſe it 
little makes Men flight and neglect thoſe Acts of Reli- 
znilty gion wherein true Devotion conſiſts. True Devo+ 
ſudice tion. is the lifting up our Souls to Cod, which is 
t will chiefly done in Prayer and Prazſes : This is a high- 
ne er Act of Religion than bare bearing of Sermons, as 
them. much as the exerciſing devout Affections toward 
there Cod our ſelves, is to be preferred before hearing a- 
nother ſpeak devoutly concerning him. Our Savi- 
„an our calls God's Houle the Houſe of Prayer *,. ing 
aith * mating that this is the chief Buſineſs of thoſe that 
mini. came thither; whereas they that cry up Preacning ſo 
it in much, do not think it worth their while to go to 
ich is Church when there is no Sermon: They flight thoſe 
»wns, BY folemn Hours and Times of Prayer, which the pi- 
lonth, dus Men of former Ages look'd upon as great 
1rma Helps to Devotion, and the Practice of which is 
47100, <ountenanced by the Example of the Apoſtles them : 
; ſome ſelyes, who frequented the Temple at the aſual Hours 
tha of Prayer . I ſpeak not this to diſparage Preach- 
it wu ing, ot to encourage any to behave. themſelves irre- 
me of verently at it; and if any are guilty of ſuch Irreye- 
irches WY "ence in our Churches, Mr. Norman hath furniſhed 
aſion, WW me with an Anſwer to ſuch Objections in the fol- 
urch: lo wing Words, where he ſays , that zozbing can be 
Totice . 1227 e Ami uſt than to condemn any Communion for tbe 
ſome if Fenty of /owe of it: Members: This I own to be a 
vice, "Ih juſt Obſervation, where there are no Doctrines 
to la or Practices publickly taught or encouraged, that lead 
flions len into ſuch Faglts, | FV 
I be Mr. Norman maſt needs know, that we take ail 
Ire of Opportunities to perſuade our People to frequent the 
of all Lord's Supper, and yet contrary to bis -own Rule, 
h at be can't forbear reproaching us with She ſmall Num- 
' who (RY ber ef our Communicams ;; but whoſoever obſerves 
Wor n l ii ES i tiif | +74 PW TW Fe 
= . . T5. . 1. I Remarks, p. 24 
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the large Communions- which are in many Citiet Ml 


nder! 
and Towns once a Month, and in ſome Churches: Chriſt 
every Lord's Day, may ſee this is a mere Calumny. ſought 
And then to ſhew his kind Thoughts of us, he adds, Mipretum 
that without Doubt the Number of our Communicant, Comm 
would be much ſmaller, if receiving the Sacrament were | centers 
wot made a Qualification for Places of Honour and rretenc 
Profit, I know not whether a Man that will allow To thi: 
himſelf to utter ſuch notorious Uytruths can pretend to do a 
have a tender Conſcience, but I am ſure he had need have nion 
a bard Forehead; for I take it to be a manifeſt Truth, of t! 
that not one Communicant of a :hoxſand comes to all C 
the Sacrament upon that Account. But I ſuppoſe they 
Mr. Norman hath heard that now and then a confi- . and 
derable Number of Officers Civil and Military come Doctor 
together to the Sacrament at Portſmouth, in order ternity 
to qualify themſelves, and from thence he makes mans 
his Judgment of all other Places. 1 Tha 
For any to come to the Sacrament merely for ſe - they 
cular Ends, is what no good Man will juſtify ; but , ſtian 
yet it is not quite ſo ſcandalous as the Practice of * them 
ſome Diſſenters, who ſcruple joining with us in any ing he! 
Act of Communion, unleſs it be for a Qualification the Di 
This is ſuch notorious - Hypocriſy, as ſome of their Wl them, 
own Party have had the Honeſty to condemn, but e ag 
yet is ſtill put in practiſe by thoſe Preciſians, whoſe Som 
F co on anni vt anger nf renee « Diſſe 
Before I proceed: to review what Mr. Norman 12 gre 
hath ſaid upon the fourth Character of an Apoſtolick Ez] the E 
Church, I muſt take Notice of a Remark | which d rect! 
he hath made, accuſing ' me of miſrepreſenting the of our 
Diſſenter's Notions about Church Unity i. I had as exce 
ſaid in my Sermon , That the Unity of the Church ſhall o1 
tt does not conſiſt in a bare Communion of Faith though 
<«. and Love as our Diſſenters pretend; but likewiſe Faint 
“ in a joint Participation of outward Ordinances: ” the Di: 
Here J am accuſed, as if I had affirmed, that ac- vn 
cording to the Diſſenters Opinion, Chriſtians are Wl . , 
n 8 I. of the Gp 


d Remarks, P. 10. Mm Pag. i, 


— — — . x 


a in 

nder no Obligation to join in the Ordinanees tliat 
hriſt has inſtituted; but if Mr. Norman had not 

Wought an Occaſion, of finding Fault, he might have 


mn ! 5 13 tics 2 * > 

adds, Wprefumed, that 1 was nor then ſpeaking of Chufeh 
cant, Cominunion, as it is maintained between the Dif- 
were enters themſelves; but as ſome at leaſt of them, 


pretend to maintain it with the Church of England: 
ro this purpoſe Dr. Owez expreſſes himſelf : We 


ndto . do and ſhall abide by this Principle, that Commu- 
have “ nion in Faith and Love, with the Adminiſtration 
ruth. of the ſame Sacraments, is ſufficient to preſerve 
5 to all Chriſtians from the guilt of Schiſm, although 
poſe they cannot communicate together in ſome Rites 


* and Rules of Worſhip and Order. We ſee the 


5 ternity; and I can make no other Senſe of Mr. Nor- 
vans own Words in his Sermon e, where he faith; 
That if at ary Time in Matters of Indiffereney, 


r fo. (they fee Reaſon to diſſent from their fellow Chri- 
but “ ſtians, they will notwithſtanding this be one with 
e of them in Love and Affection. Mr. Norman be- 


ing here got upon a ſafe Topick, viz. of defending; 
the Diflenters in a Point where no Body accuſes 
chem, can't forbear intermixing ſome of his Inveca 


but ; ꝛives againſt the eſtabliſhed Church and her Friends: 
bose Some of your Church, ſaith he, well remember, when 


N Diſſenters expoſed themſelves to Fines, Priſons, and 
a great many other Hardſhips,for the Sake of having 


"lick BY © tbe Benefit of Chriſt's Ordinances.” If L had a mind 
nich to recriminate, I could requite him with ſuch Stories 
ths of our Clergy!s..Sufferings from ſome of his Party, 
had s exceed the Barbarity of Turi and Iußdelt v: But l 
arch mall only remind him, that when the Government 
aich thought fit to put the per] Laus in Execution a- 
wiſe gainſt the Diſſenters, for their ; ſedi:ious Behaviour 
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8: * the Divines of the Church f England not only did 
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| t Enguiry — the Nature F — ph Churches, pago. 
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that ſeemed Men of Integrity and peaceable Behayi- 
Dur, but likewiſe to ſhew. how deſirous they were; 


ver find from its Adverſaries, when they were in 


and Conſcience' between an Indulgence and a legd 
faith concerning the fourth Character of an Apoſtoli- 


tte Church to dtaw up ſet Forms for ſucceeding 
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that the Diſſenters ſhould be reduced to the Church 
by wr ma and Inſtruction, ratlier than by Force and i 
Compulſon, they publiſhed a Collectios of Caſes, where: 
in the chief Points of Diſpute between us were hand. 
led, not only with great Clearzeſs and Strengib of Ar. 
gument, but likewiſe with all that Candor and Calm 
20% which might invite thoſe that were willing to in 41; 
be ſatisfied, to read and confider them. Let them N 
now be mindful that a Church of England Parliament In th 
rocured that Eaſe for them which they enjoy; au |... 


ſtance of Moderation which the Church could ne- 2 on 
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Power. Let this engage them to üſe their Liberty 
with Modeſty and Thankfulneſs, and ſtill remem- 
ber, that there is a great Difference both in Lau 
abliſp ment, and that declared to be as perpetual 
—— Laws can make it. n TR 


IV. I now proceed to confider what Mr. Norma 


tal Church; their joining together in Prayer. 
Here he tells me *, I ought to have proved, that. 
ine Apoſtles had compoſed any Liturgy, or alwajs 
uſed one, or left Directions for the Governors of 


Ages. | 1 55 . gs” 3 

As to the Apoſtles compoſing any Liturgy, I pre 
fame it unreaſonable to poting wi a TR to be 
proved, ſince we own their mirachlon, Gifts abun: 
dantly ſupplied' the Want of prblick Forms; for the 
fame Reaſon it would de abfurd to think they always 
uſed one. But that they frequently joined in one ap- 


b 4 


forthe peru Ita of a. Charch E 


4 
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See the 
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Fin 
f \ (=4T )) | 
eus from hence; that both our Saviour and his A- 


..- ocies joined With the publict Service both in the 
an eue Temple and N which was perform- 
RY a by ſtated and publick Forms, as hath been fully 
5 K Proved by two very learned Writers, Dr. Ligbrfoor 
x * Wn his Temple Service „ and Dr. Prideauæ in his Con- 
here: MP f Scripcure Hiftory*, who have given us the 


orms of Prayer preſbribed in both thoſe Services. 


aps o here we ſce not only the Apoſtles but Chr it him- 
l. eeif join ina ſet Form preſeribed by Authority, Which 
de hin fafficiently proves the Lawfulheſs of Jofuing 
then in publick- Forms ot Worſhip. .- „ 
2 In the third Place it appears, that the Apoſtles did 
g F gave Directions to the Governors of the Church to 
8 draw up ſer Forms for the Uſe of after- Times, from 
be theſe following Conſiderations. 1. From their con- 
vert! forming the external part of God's Worſhip to the 
Leons received among the Fews, as far as was con- 
Loa ſiſtent with the Chriſtian Religion. This Pofrit has 
. 9 been fully made out by many learned Men, particu- 
tral! WT larly by a right reverend Author of an accurate T rea- 
lie, concerning the Oer vation of Leut. 2. To 
tender this more probable, we may obſerve, there 
niet are ſeveral Proofs of the ufeiof” Liturgies in the Age 
Mol. ert that of the Apoſtlet, which conſequentliy muſt 
dare been introduced into the Church by their Di. 
| that WW ciples : For inſtance, we find the Forms of 'profefſing . 
Ways our Faith, and renouncing the Devil in our Baptiſm, 
rs of mentioned by Terrullian * as Uſages ſettled before 
eding bis own Time. Fhe: ſame Author and Tremens , 
3 who was ancienter, ſpeak” of a Wim uſed in'their 
pre: Churches, and mention the laſt Clauſe of it for ever 
il and ever, Amen, as repeated in their publick Seryſce, 


moſt probably at the Celebration of the Euchatiſt. 
r the | They. ſpeak of this part of the Divine Setvice, as if 
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Reſponſes are now, which are daily repeated in ou 


Carbolick C harity, as to have no private or controverted 


„ 1 
it were as well known in that Age, as any of tho 

are ul 
thoſe 
ran hi 


betwe 


. He that would ſee the n Liturgies mon 
to diſt 


largely proved, may conſult Dr. Falkner's, and Dr. ! 


Comber's Defence of Litnreies, and Mr. Bingban'; ther. 
Ecclefiaftical Antiquity, Book xili. Chap. 5. 2 nnd tt 
7... wiflog ods eſgyo not oc 2% ; the w. 
I now proceed to conſider the Advantages of ou 19wed 
own Liturgy which I mentioned, in Oppoſition io tinguii 
what Mr. Norman has offered in behalf of 'extempore, i Notio 
or conceived Prayer. DIET, ſome 
re eie n, bim: 
And in the firſt place Mr. Nermas finds Fault with bard!y 
me, that I was to liberal in the Encominms, as he is i the on. 
pleaſed to expreſs it, f our Liturgy : I am not aſh WW 7212t% 
med to confeſs, that herein I have delivered my own juſtly 
Thoughts, and Ihave been confirmed in my Opinion by the 
by the great Eſteem that the ies to Forms have Churc 
expreſſed to ſome, parts of our Liturgy, when they cordin 
have accidental ly heard them repeated by Heart, not I Which 
nowing from whence they were taken, and upon the co 
uch Occations have been heard to ſay, they were withou 
the beſt Prayers that ever they heard in their Lives“; it exad 
but it ſeems, as ſoon as they are read out of 'a Book, the) to the 
preſently loſe all their Lite and Spirit, and become no then 1 
better than a dead Letter. pocri y. 
One Advantage of our Liturgy I inſtanced in [ha 
which I take tobe 4 ier one, and yet M. For 
Norman paſſes it by, without taking any Notice of ReſpeE 


it, 212... That it is compoſed with that true Spirit of 


0 ditions interwoves in it; an Advantage, I doubt, 
will. ſeldom hold true of conceived Prayers, which 


1 oy 2 ® Of this the Reader may fee a remark: 
ble Inſtance in Biltop ꝙ rar Vigeation. Charge, P. 16. Bil. 
erm. p. a7. | 1 8 f Remar 
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E juſtly. preſame, that our Liturgy has been compoſed 
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are uſually tinctured with the particular Opinions of 
thoſe who make them: So when the Controverſies 
ran high between the Presbyteriaus and Independents, 
between the Arminiansand the Calviniſts, it was eaſy 
to diſtinguiſh them by their Prayers, from one ano- 
ther. And in the Differences among. us, we ſhould 
find the ſeveral Preachers diſtinguiſh themſelves by 
the wording their Prayers, if ſuch a Liberty were al» 
lowed-: Several Congregations would then be dif- 
tinguiſhed by their Way of Worſhip, by the private 
Notions of them that officiate, in which perhaps 


ſome of the Congregarion could nat go along with 


him: Such a Contrariety in the publick Prayers cquld 


hardly come up to the Miz aber , and Mu d, 


the one or unanimous Prayer and Supplicatian, which 


by the Aſſiſtance of that holy Spirit, which: guides the 
Church in general, and each ſound Part of it: Ac- 
cordingly it is not endited with that warrow Hpirit, 
which is confined to a Separation, but is fitted to 
the common Uſes of all Chriſtians, and yet not 
without a due Regard to patticular Exigencies ; Thus 
| poſtle “ gives 
to the Miſdom that comes from above; it is firſt pure, 
then "ns without Partiality, and without Hy- 
* 


Pocr. 


I had inſtanced * in ſeveral Adyantages which a. fe- 


led Forms has above a concei ned Prayer; both with 


Reſpect to the Miniſter and the People. Mr. Nor- 


nan * affirms, that their Miniſters are not ſubject 


to diſtraction of Thoughts, by ſtudying what to 


* ſay next. How comes it to paſs then, that fame. 


of the moſt eminent of them have often complain- 


ed 5 of being ſtraitened in Spirit, as they expreſs it, 


er Fi 


8 


© Ei, ad Magnef. e. 7. 
Remarks, p. 27. 


in Dr. s Anſwer to Mr. Humphreys, Po 54+ 82 1 1 39 
H 2 and 


4 Famer iii. 17. Ser. pr at. 


8 See a remarkable Inſtance in this Kind 
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and not always able to enlarge themſelves in Prayer? Wiſe if, ar 
But does Mr. Norman ſuppoſe, or muſt we take ii and 1: 
for granted, that all Diſſenting Teachers are Men of Spirit 
conſiderable Parts and Learning, of Judgment and cution 
Diſcretion? That they are never guilty of too much he oug 
Boldneſs and Familiarity with Almighty God ? o MW ſame 

of Undecencies and Indiſeretions, of vain Repeti- and w 
tions and Impertinences in their Prayers? Though WM trary, 
we do not frequent their Meetings, as Mr. Norma Preact 
obſerves, yet we are not altogether Strangers to their to exp 
Way of Worſhip, which I preſume they do not in- WW in pu 
tend ſhouldibe a Secret; and we are the more fpa- MW Cong! 
ring in mentioning theſe Things, becauſe we would ready. 
not give occaſion to Men of looſe Minds to make an im 
a Mock of Religion in general, for the Follies and And I 
Extravagances of ſome, who turn the Chriſtian MF tioned 
Worſhip, which«is à reaſozable Service, into a Rhap- Mr. . 
ſody of crude and incoherent Expreſſions. ³Cwfor his 
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But Mr. Norman appeals to the People, that they i But 
know what is moſt for their Edification h: But I fer the T 
the People do not always judge by their Underſtand ety m 
itig, but by the various Impulſe of their Paſſions; and i ef the 
Where there is more Heat than Light, Noiſe an upon 
Tone ſhall affect their Hearts more, than plain Se an An 
or ſound Reaſ ou. in his 
| 1 put hi 
I had took Notice in my Sermon!“ of Iacobere- . ** #44 
Lecce and improper Expreſſions to be found in e. bat 
ei tempore Prayers, which ſhew how little they have i Mr. 
of the true Spirit of Devotion, or are fitted to which 
*-promote true#Piety.””. In anſwer to-which, Ian once 
arraigned , as pretending to judge of Men's Wwho-1 
4 Hearts, and ſu invade the Divine Pterogative :" MW £12/ 
But I ad thonght that ſuch a Diſputant as Mr. V. Fer 
nan might have remembred St. Paꝝ/'s Diſtinctiou WW © ect: 
between thoſe Gifts whereby a Man may edify bin. ſeif, 
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ayer! e, and thoſe that are proper for edifying the Charch *; 
ake ii and let a Man have never ſo much of an inward 


en of Spirit of Devotion, yet if he has not a ſuitable Elo- 
1t and ; cution, or proper Way of exprefling himſelf, I think 


much he ought to follow the Advice of the Apoſtle in the 
? of MW fame Chapter, and ſpeal to himſelf, aud to God *; 
epeti- and whatever Mr. Norman may ſugget to the con- 
10ugh trary, I think it is a much greater Indecency for a 
or man Preacher, who is the Mouth of the Congregation, 
) their to expreſs himſelf improperly in public Prayer, than 
Ot in: in public Preaching ; for in the former Caſe the 
e ſpa: Congregation is ſuppoſed to join with him, and be 
would ready to ſay Amen, to what he delivers; whereas ſuch - 
make an implicit Aſſent is not required in hearing Sermons. 
8 and And I can't but obſerve, that the Text which I men- 
riſtiaa tioned, Eccles. v. 2. Bet raſh with thy Month, &c. 
Rhap : Mr. Norman is pleaſed to paſs over, as finding it not 
for his Purpoſe to take Notice of it. 
it the) i Bat Mr. Norman takes the Liberty to ſay e, that 
I fear the Tendency of their Prayers to promote true Pi- 
ſtand ety more than ours, may be eſtimated by the Lives 
and ot their Hearers; I could give this iaſolent Reproach 
e and upon the eſtabliſped Church and its Members, ſuch 
Senſe an Anſwer as it deſerves, but I will not follow. him 
ak in his Rudeneſs and Uncharitableneſs, and will only 
# put him in mind of the Phariſees Prayer, wherein 
| Wane he thauk'd God he was not as other Men are v; and 
in ex- what Succeſs that had at the Throne of Grace. 
y hatt Hr. Norman proceeds to examine a marginal: Note 
ed to which I had ſet down at the bottom of Page 11, 
Lan concerning} Comin and Heath, two. Popiſh Prieſts: 
Men's who-were the firſt ſetters up of exzempore Prayer in 
Ws England, for which 1 r entituled, 
NV. Foxes and Firebrands. This Account Mr. Norman 
1&tion WS 7<jects as a groundleſs Story, and perſuades him- 
y bin ſelf, “ That if there ſhould be. a ſecond Edition f 
—5 ien xiv. 4. d v. 28. © ® Remarks,p.30. 
* r. t Lnke xvi 11. 2 Nenad p. 31. 
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& my Sermon, I ſhould order it to be left out.” But 
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Things do not always fall out according to Men's the A 
Expectation; my Sermon hath had a ſecond Edit. «© Je 
| on, and this marginal Note is not ſtruck. out, and « den 
| 1 Ii J expect to hear better Reaſons offered againſt the 4 hay 
1 i Credibility of it, than Mr. Norman has produced, 4 f. 
14 before I disbelie rd iti)!!! 29s” ſult th 
| | I find Biſhop Srillingfteet in his Preface® to the Un: — — 
19 reaſouableneſs of Separation, appeals to the ſame Nar- WW zer pri 
| ; rative, as a piece of authentick Hiſtory ; and I take the A: 
5 him to be as good a Judge of true Hiſtory as Mr. the me 
Li Norman, or the Anſwerer of Dr. Scot. But let the Name 
1 Publiſher of it ſpeak for | himſelf; and he tells us, ton, at 
|! „That the Examination of faithful Comin before of Ha 
I < the Council Table," was taken out of the Lord cmplo! 

(i 4 Treaſurer Burleigb's Papers, tranſmitted into the WW webs, 
t Hands of Archbiſhop Uſher , from whence they the Eu 
* « came to Sir Fames Ware, whoſe Son brought from 8 
„ them into Exglazd, and cauſed them to. be printed MW comm 

in the Year 1600. %. 

The other Narrative concerning Thomas Heath, Mr. 
is, as the Title informs us, a true Copy tales out of ty in its 
ale Regiſtry of 'the Epiſcopal See of Rocheſter, in that Teſtim 
Book which begins uu. 2, & 3 Philip. & Mar. and Words 
is continued to the 15. Eixxg. zo his ſer 


I queſtion whether any: Paſſage in our common 
Hiſtories be better ' atteſted than thoſe two Narrs- 
tives are: It is plain the Papiſts have thought the lat. 
ter of them contained ſome Truths they did not 

care to be upbraided with, lo they © contrived in 
King James's Time to ſteal it but of the Office, as 
Dre all hathinformed us ©: They are wiſe in theit 
Generation, and are for ſuppreſſing ſuch Truths as 


( F 1 


ey cannot anſwer. 1 
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Bat let us hear Mr. Norman's Objection againſt 
W the Authority of this Story. Conld gon have pro- 

= © duced, ſaith he j the Authority of the learned Camb- 
den, Eachard, c. for what: you ſay, you might 
« have expected that Credit would have been given 10 
« ;;,” But if Mr. Norman had vouchſafed to con- 
ſult that Preface.of Biſhop S:zil;»gfleet which I late- 
ly. mentioned, he would have found that that learned 
Prelate took Notice of a Paſſage in the Feſmrt*s Lezs 
ter printed in that Narrative, which is confirmed by 
the Account Cambden and other Hiſtorians give of 
the moſt active Men among the firf# Sectaries, whoſe 
Names he tells us were adm Hallizngham, Bur- 
ton, and Benſon ®. The Letter in like manner ſpeaks 
of Hallingbam, Coleman, and Benſon, as Perſons 
= employed to ſow a Faction among the German Here- 
ich. This Expreſſion the Biſhop rightly explains of 
the Exgliſb Proteſtants; the Letter it ſelf being fent 
W from Spain, where all Proteſtants are ſtyled by the 
common Name of Lutberaus, or German x Sexy 
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Mr. Eachard indeed hath not mentioned this Sto- 
in its proper Place, but yet he has given an ample 
Leſtimony to its being authentick, in the following 

Words, which are to be found in the Introdumiom 
zo his ſecond Volume. He is ſhewing there how much 
me Paprſts were Promoters of Paritanſm; and then 
adds the following Paſſage: Of this we have nns 
conteſtable Evidences from ſome Paſſages in Nel. 
«* /ox and others; where it ya yon the firſt 
" independent Congregation in England was gathered 
* by a Popiſi Dommican Friar,” which Words 
plainly refer to this Narrative, which Mr. Ezchard 
is pleaſed to call av ; znconteflable Evidence, 'whoſe 
Judgment will outweigh Mr. Norman's Confidence 

among all unprejudiced Perſonns. 
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© Remarks, p. 3t. : 1 Annal. Eliz. ad MH, 1568. : 
| | I think 
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think I have ſaid enough to juſtify the Credivi. Ml 
lity of this Narrative, having beſides the authentick ever 
Proofs the Publiſher gives us, confirmed the Truti es, a 
of ĩt from the [Teſtimony of our beſt Hiſtorians, and 
the Practices of our very Enemies; ſtill Mr. Nox. 
man aſſures us, that the Anſwerer of Dy. Scot hath 
plainly proved it to be a glaring Falſhood, as he ex- 
preſſes it. What Proofs can be brought to invali- 
date Matters of Fact ſo well atteſted; I cannot eafi- 
1 conceive, not having ſeen the Preatiſe he refers 
to; and efince he thought the Proofs ſo convincing, 
he would have done well to have repeated them, ay, 
and: then they might have been taken into Conſi- . 
D 3 
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To the Story of (Comms and Heatb, I had ſub- 
| joined this Obſervation, that“ there could be Inſtan- 
11 endes given of Popiſh Prieſts preaching in ſeparate 
i Meetings ſince that Time: If Mr. Norman de- 
1 ſires to have his Curioſity gratified in that Particular, 
| I believe it may be done, if not to his own, yet to 
WE the Satisfaction of others. He faith *, „He will 
mw not pretend i to gueſs why I printed that Paſſage, ” 
1 I ſuppoſe out of an anuſnal Tenderneſi to me; but! 


1548 wiltfreely tell him my Deſign init, which was to 
Tk © ſhew-+ what Advantages the Church of Rome makes 
1 __ of our Diviſions, as ſome of the Diſſenters them 
ih ſelves have ingenuouſſy acknowledged *; and how 
1 the Papiſts cannot but pleaſe themſelves to ſee their 
1 Work carried on by the Help of thoſe who ſet them- 
ſelyes at the greateſt Diſtance from them. Mr. No- 
man in the following Paragraph prbduces the Jud: 
ment of ſeveral conſiderable: Divrnes of our Church 
in favour. of conceiued Prayer: I know no body that 
denies the Uſefulneſs of it upon extraordinary Occr 
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| Remarks, p. 34. * See Biſhop Srillingfleet's Preface to Ur 

| reaſonableneſs of — p. XXvili. | Y Remarks, p. 3d v3 
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WU of ic taken away *; an 


_ any. 1 


eever recommended it to the Excluſion of Litur- 
, as our Diſſenters do. If Biſhop Wilkins gives 
e Preference to conceived Prayer in the Place Mr. 


ormas refers to, we are to conſider, that he wrote 


that very Book of h 
vas Writ to confute a Notion which then prevaiſe 


I hat ' Book when the an was filenced, and the 
9 


Was if conceived Prayer was an immediate Effuſion of 
the Spirit, which the Biſhop proves to be a Gift 
which any Perſon that hath a natural Genius that 


ay, may acquire by Art and Induſtry. Biſhox 


lin is a Perſon from whoſe Character I woule 
ot in the leaſt detract; and it is well known, that 
ter the Reſtoration, he not only conformed to the 
Liturgy himſelf, being advanced to ſeveral Prefer- 
Wnents in the Church, but aftet he was removed to 
an higher Station, took a great deal of Pains to 
ring over others to Conformities, as Dr. Lloid al- 


res us in the Sermon he preached at his Funeral: 
o I wiſh Mr. Norman that ſpeaks ſo much in the 
Wiſhop's Commendation, would have a due Regard to 
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y che Rules of our Church, Predchers have the 
WLiberty: bf uſing concerved © Prayer, as much as the 
W\cceflity of Chriſtians require, or is conſiſtent with 
| 8 and good Order. By the 67 Canon, 
An licenſed Preachers are required to comfort 
ud affiſt the Sick whom they viſit, in ſich a man- 

ner as they ſhall think moſt ſuſtable to their Exi- 
W gencies. ” All Preachers are likewiſe left to their 
iderty in compoſing their Prayer before the Sermon; 
d though the Church recommends Brevizy upon 
at Occaſion, in the! 74> Canon, as ſuppoſing all 
or ordinary Neceflities fully expreſſed in the pub- 

Ick Offices; yet if any Perfon thinks fit to enlarge 
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Mr. Mb OY me he is zory 


10 continue in the Communion 


gur : 
; engages him to conſider my Notion of | Cares: hiſm, . | 


to endeavour. to free his Friends from, the Imputy 
tion of it. That 1. diſcour' E upon this impor: 
tant Such, 58 1905 2s I can, 555 explain the 
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g 25 2 together 14 grow into 
Lord, ibid, . Ji. 14.22. ue 77 Church 
is one Body animated by one e 9 Io 
ing the ſame God and Lord, profe gt he ſame 15 
And having the ſame Hopes their Calling, 
which l there is but one Raptiſim, a ꝗ No 
ns an Admiſſion into this heavenly Society, and bj 
the Benefit whereof, every baptized Chriſtian hath 4 
Right to Church Memberſhip all the. World over 
ee 1 Cor. xii. 13. We read indeed of particula 
-burches, as the Church of FJeraſalam, of Roms 
&c. but theſe are called Churches, only as they at 
bothogenial Parts of the ſame Body, every particula 


%. 
* 4 
1 


— 


2 


th. 


—„* Cor, xiti. 1 xiv. 33.— 40. f 


; Church, 


/ 


o ſore extragrdi 7.Oceaſion orls l 


Men w 
2 Ay ſame 
Peaceableneſs, ani 
Yinue 12 the W eke Fade 8 9 


came 10 oe Cox : 
clifion of ny. Duca, wherein TE WET ”, Hemp | 
0 


into di 


iinued 


frans in 
nk ; 


al 


Me 
biſters 
this or t 
Chrift } 
Functio 
1 an 
IF the V 
ciſe thei 
Nea 
eaklt ng 


have'the 
of the C 


place che 


Wo 


Y Church having all the Eſſentials of a Church, as to 


ns Faith, Governttient, and Diſcipline ; they are each 
t ac of them called i Church; as every Drop of Watet 
En i? BS bath the common Name of Water. as. well as 4 Ri- 
ſame ver or a Sea; and the Carbolick Church is made u 
and of theſe patticulat Churches, as of fo many 
re the BY s, which have the fame Nature, and make of 
one Body by a common Dien 
Ca ITis true, the Church at- its firſt beginning was 
voc fo large as many Congregations are now, and 
Tia conſiſted only of an hundred and twenty Perſons *; 5 
, and but whatever Increaſe was made to it afterward, ſtili 
put they were added to the Church b, as Members of the 
npor ſame Body; and when the Goſpel was propagated | 


in in into diverſe Parts of the World, the Believers con- 
s  tinued but one Body (till, as St. Paul tells the Ephe- 
a Se. fans in the forecited Place. The fame Apoſtle com- 
ee pres the Unity of 80 Chriſtian Church, to the U- 


un 755 Ny natural and tells us there, V. 28. 
ch 4 iv. 105 76 5 52 God hath ſet diverſe ep 
h on 00 ED mbers 1 in ie- Church, tir the 77 1 he 
whit darts, and the e 05 G. the Beay : he M 
1 be 


ing not barely Aide Mi 
6 #9 W this or that patticular 1 dale but of, the Church bf 


AY Chrift in general, and capable of exerciſing their 
A0 5 in any part of it A the af are rej 
7 derly, appointed ſo to do ;. and certain is, 


a A ne He of the Church have a Right to exe 
- Jo» oh _ Function in 75 part of the Chriftian Church, 
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and by reaking the he þ of the Chu ch af true Belfebers 
hath f have the fame Rent ace g ing wth any ſound Part 


* 
” 
. 
E — — — 4 — — —- 2 — — « ” . —— ——— OR PL, 


Oo 


| 9 of the Catholick't durch "wherever Providence arg 
Rome plics eden. a * 3 * '®: $1 f 
, N FE WE I% 5 R 6 22 * 91 4 n=. * . 24 

1Ey Ae ” | wy 1 = 3 ; 
xticulat — —ꝛ ñññ Wot A AKIH9 11 1 
— a 445 1 1 Ibi N p i 

e . „ Ker l 
*hurch, WF © : 12 From : | 

i 


* 


(52) 5 p 


From hence it follows, that the Unity, of the 1. 
Church conſiſts in one Communion, whereby al hend 


_ Chriſtians have Fellowſrip with God and Chriſt, and being 
with each other d; they have a Right to communi. 7 ly Fa 
cate in all the ſeveral Duties and Offices of Religi. 
on, with all Chriſtians all the World over, and to ed b. 
partake in all the Privileges belonging to the Faith-W - 


ful. 8 

. . 5 85 l 8 the U 
The Unity of the Church is as ftri@ an Unity u uy 

is conſiſtent with the Nature of ſach a Society, be- 4 


ing repreteates by the Unity of the Members of the TDs 


ame Body, joined to each other by a vital Union, 
255 iv. Thy and by the Compactneſs of ſeveral Part 3 
of a Building, ibid. Chap. ii. 21. and therefore be. Clive 
. fide the Unity of Faith and Love, it muſt imply the as 
--Dnity of Communion. too, in all religious Duties, being 
like the Communications of Life and Spirits in: uin 
natural Body, in which their vital Union confiſt mont 


How can we conceive a ſtricter Union than that 
which our Saviour expreſſes, when he prays , Tha me 
ell Believers may be one, as thou Father art in me, au tos he 
T in thee ; tbat they may be one in us, that the Worll 

may believe that thou haſt ſent me: A place of Sctiy the * 
ture which I wonder how a conſcientious Diſſente its P 
can read without laying his Hand upon his Heart Boun 
and asking himſelf the Queſtion, Whether he han out a 


contributed all that is in his Power to promote that denee 
Unity, which our Lord ſo earneſtly prays for? livin 
HET |; 1 that 


But to ſpeak more diſtinQly concerning this im- ed up« 
portant Subject, the Unity and Communion th makin 
ought to be between Chriſtians,. conſiſts in theſe three the C: 


Things. 1. Inthe Unity of Faith, 2. In the Unity! ceflity 
Warſhip, and 3. In the Unity of Diſcipline. | ſer Pa 
— —— — — — — — 
17 „ e 7 wi 30, 20, 
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I. In the Unity of Faith, under which I compre- 
hend Obedience, or the Practice of good Works, as 
being the neceſſary Conſequents of a true and live- 
ly Faith; and this both Sides agree to be a funda- 
mental part of Chriſtian Unity, as hath been obſerv- 
ed before. | . | 


< The next Thing neceſſary to Church Unity, is 


_ the Unity of Worſpip. | 
4 obſerved, that by Baptiſm we areadmitted Mem- 


bers of the Catholick Church, and have a Right of 


| communicating with any Part of it; and ſince there 


is no way of communicating with the Catholick 
Church, without communicating with ſome Part of 
it, as no Member can be united to a Body without 
being united to ſome Part of it. In order to main- 
tain Catholick Communion, we are bound to com- 
municate with that part of the Church where we 
live, if it be a true part of the Catholick Church, 
and ſuch as we can lawfully communicate with; 
for he that cauſeleſsly ſeparates from any one part of 
the Catholick Church, breaks the Communion of 
the whole, which is one by the Communion of all 


its Parts and Members. Ir is granted, that the 


Bounds and Diſtricts of particular Churches, are ſer 
out and determined by the Rules of hamane Pru- 
dence ; yet ſtill the Obligation lying upon Perſons 
living within thoſe Diſtricts, to communicate with 


that Church to which each Diſtri& belongs, is found- 


ed upon that Divine Law, which obliges us to avoid 


making any Schiſm in the Body of Chriſt *. Although 


the Catholick Church be but one, yet it muſt of Ne- 
ceflity be divided and ſubdivided into greater and leſ- 
ſer Parts, as may beſt ſerve to the Preſervation of 


F x. Cor, Xi. 25, 
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Unity and Peace, Order and Edification among Chri- 
AOYC nnn nn Va 2 n 2 


Wen the Apoſtles have inſtituted one Form of 
_ © tholick. Communion, mat be eſteemed a neceſſary 


of theſe parochial Biſhops would look upon ali fuch 


an human Ordinance. 


„* 


(4) | 


4 


ſtians:'-- 


Chucoh Government för all particular Churches, as 
hath been already ſnewed, and commanded them all 
ta live in Unity and Peace, Communion: and ami. 
cable Correſpondence with each other, both the 
Subdiyifibns of leſſer Diſtricts, ſuch às Pariſpts, and es 

the Union or Aſſociation of ſeveral Dioceſes, as we 48 01 


ö 1 r 2 ae En 3 75 e 
Kr ee 


ſee in provincial and national Churches, agreeable to cauſe 
this- Inſtitution, and ſubſervient to the Ends of Ca- . 


Conſequence of that Divine Command, which ob- 
liges . to maintain Catholick Unity and Commu- 
o n ae 


8 51 


To illustrate this Caſe. by an Example: Suppoſe 
that d ee Epiſcopacy which Mr. Norman 
and his Friends are ſo. fond of, were ſettled in this 


Nation, we may take it for granted, that every one 


As lived within the Boynds of his Pariſh, as part of 
bis Flock, although the Inſtitution of Pariſhes is but 


« » 
— 


A 7 Duty of Chriſtian Love and Charity ky Pe 
hath its Foundation in the Agreement of Chriſtians boſe 
in, Faith and, Worſhip ; This appears from Rom. xv. alia 
5. where being like-minded one toward another, is ot 
explained in the next Verſe by glorifying God with IM 4 
we are exhorted Eph. iv. 15. 10 ſpeak or profeſs the 28 
Traib s in Love, or Charity, Where Truth, and GNI 
Love, or Charity, are ſuppoſed to de inſeparable UK 
1 Ane and this Charity unites to the Body of 
hriſt, for ſo it ſollows, That we may grow up un N 
e 855 e I - Tx YH 
85 14, 15, 
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to him in all T. * who is the Head, ever Oli: 
_ whom the whole TOY is Rehn joined eder and 
compacted, &c. | 


Aa Jiks: Rnd mhes ChriGians: are \onhoaed to 


be at Peage among themſelver?, 
Lieb th regards their uniting in the 


e external and viſible.Comm 


the 


1 one Re 
Fee 
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but of. 


ble 


urch, 


urch. 


Peace of the 
its en Ts 
to die in the 
Thing as to die in its Communion... So widely de 
ſome Perſons miſunderſtand the Scripture Notions | 
of Peace and Charity, who think the Practice of 
thoſe Duties conſiſtent with. fomenting Schiſins and 
Diviſions, ; 

| maintain 
one from another into ſeparate Communions, for 
their very Separation both implies and inereaſes their 

Averſion for each other; and there never was a 


Schild yet, ok vu re Gs TG as welt 


222 


aud 


or one Church; 


Peace,” , 
;ſorder * 
| nn 0 0 
are done decently aud in order, ibid. V. 


the Writings of the antient Fathers and Camnncils, 


othing is more f ps than by the Peace of the 


of ee 
unite 


Reech 


mmunion, which is cal» 


e Apoſtle aſſigns this 


aſon why. Chriſt is called our Peace, be- 
d Jews:and Gentiles ine our Bu» 
and When St, Pax tells the 
wag that C God i is. nor ibe Author of Canſaſiom, 
4 — to Ganter 
necellarily the peacea- 
the Church , where all Things 


40. And in in 


a 1 underſtand, the Communion of the 


Ghai 


Cre, 


len were ſaid; to be reſtored to the 
hen they were reſtored to 
celeſiaſtical Cenſures ; and 


Peace of the Church, was the fame 


whereas it is abſolatel 
ſtian Peace, where Chriſtians divide 


impoſſible to 


* 


—— 


| i 1 Theſſ: v. 13. | 
14, 15, 16. ; 


—— — ͤ -— —3: 


+ 2 Cor, x. 11. The Word KategligsI+ going Do Which bur 
Tranſlators render, be A properly* 


nißen, be united or joined to- 


"WM. iv. 
® x Cor, 8 5 * 


t bid. Chap 58. 
e | 


a A 


| 1 
25 broke. the Unity of the Church, as the ſad Er- 
perience of paſt and preſent Times too evidently de- 
monſtrates. _ | . Nr ENT] 


The ſame Obſervation wage be applied to the 
Word Ediſication, "which indeed according to the 
received Notion of it, is in a manner confined to 
the Underſtanding, as if it ſigniſied no more than 
improving our ſelves or others in Knowledge; yet 
it is oftner applied by the ſacred Writers to the pre- 
ſerving Peace, Love, and Unity in the Church ; and 
thus it is plainly uſed in the Texts cited in the Mar. 
gin e, which for Brevity's ſake I ſhall not enlarge 
upon. Ediſication properly ſignifies Balding, and 
Separation differs as much from' that, as ſcattering 
does from joining together. e 


| 3. The third Particular wherein the Unity of the 


Church confilts, is the Unity of Government and 


Diſcipline: This implies a due Subordination of the 


People to their Paſtors, and of the inferior Paſtors 
themſelves to the Biſhop, as the Head or chief Go- 
vernor of each particular Church, according to thoſe 
eneral Commands of the Apoſtles : Obey thoſe that 
ave the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves*: and 
ye younger ſubmit your ſelves to the elder , or rather, 
ders, for the ſame Word in the Original is tran- 


 flated Elders, V. 1. the Word onnger being uſed 


there for the People, by way of Diſtinction from 
their ſpiritual Governors, as it is often uſed in Cle- 
mens's Epiſtle to the Corinthians, which was writ not 


long after that Epiſtle of St. Peter. 


The Church Writers that lived neareſt the Apr" 
ffolical Age, lay great Streſs upon the Peoples adhe- 
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0 Rom. xV. 2. 1 Cor. vin. I, 2 Cor. x. 8. Eph. iv. Te See Biſhop, 
Sanderſun's ſecond Sermon upon 1 Cor. x. 23. n. 7. 
P Heb. xiii. 7. 911 Pet. v. 4. 


ring 


5 ing to 


moſt E 


chiſms 
ice of, 
WA poſtle: 
his £2 


Imes, 
ect 41 


People 


By ve 
elpline, 
lificatio! 
part of 
before, 
from tf 
he was 
Optatus 


wh An. 


” 


(57) 

Wing to theft Paſtors and ſpiritual Governom, as the 
noſt effeual Means to prevent Herefies and 
chiſins: Many Places in Ignatius, Irenæus, and Ter- 
lian to this Purpoſe have been already taken No- 


the ice of, whiere I ſhewed; that Biſhops ſucceeded the 
» the Apoſtles in the chief Government of the Church. 
d to his Advice was very reaſotable in theſe hap 
than Times, when the Patiors of the Church did not af 
; yet eck 4 Dominion over the Faith or Conſtiences of the 
pre- Feople committed to their Charged. 
ro ROOT Ry, 


By vertue of this Unity in Government and Dif- 


Mar 
large eipline, if any Perſon was duly baptized, that Qua- 
and lißcation gave him a Right to communicate in any 


part of the Catholick Church, as hath been obſeryed 
before, provided he brought commendatory Letters 
from the Biſhop of his own Chureb, to ſignify that 


he was in full Communion with her. . This is what 
and Opt means, when he ſaith *, That the whole World 


[was united together in one Socieiy of Communion, by 
the mutual Commerce of thoſe communicatory Letters, 
called, 33 n . 
In like manner, if a Man was legally excommu- 
I vicated for his Crimes by his own Church, no other 
Church would receive him to Communion, till he 
hac made Satisfaction to the Chureh which had in · 
fied her Cenſures upon him. Thus Epiphanius 
informs us, that when Marcian the Heretick was ex- 
communicated by his own Father, and deſired to be 
received into the Church of Rome, they anſwered, 
* That they could not do it without the Permiſſion. 
Abu: of his Father, for there was but one Faith, and 
Lone Rule of Concord; and they could not do any 
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 Totus orbis commercis Formnlarum in uns Commmuionis Secietats con- 
ſhop. cordat, Optat. I. 2, ; 8 
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(38) 
« . Thing, in Oppoſition to their good Fellow Serra | 
« andhis Father. AG. 1 te  _— 
3 3 3 eee, 

There is another remarkable Inſtance of this Kine this 
in the Excommunication pronounced by Synefa es, tn 
Biſhop of Prolemais, upon Andronicus and his A in th 
complices: The Form is very curious, but becaulli 


irſt w.: 


I conſult Brevity, I ſhall refer the Reader to M uthor 
 Bingham's Ecclefraſtical Antiquities, Book xvi. Ch, entrar 
Seck. 8. where he may ſee it recited at large out oF factic 
Synefizs. Such a perfect good Underſtanding aui bf F ait 
Harmony was there in the firſt Ages between e ntain, 
ſeveral parts of the Catholick Church, in confirm pon th 
ing each other's Diſcipline, and ſtrengthning their Au") in 
thority againſt all the Enemies of Faith and God Asnant 
neſs. | n VL I \ | he Chu 
5 5 | DS re ſec 
Thus I have given a brief Deſcription of the Ny to 
ture of Church Unity, as it is explained in the Wu. em of 
tings, and exemplified in the Practice of the firſt au Hal and 
| beſt Ages of the Church, long before the Corrie, Ec 
tions of Popery had a beginning. In thoſe Time ing v 
the Church had all that Life and Vigour, that Streng ere tk. 
and Solidity, which anſwers the Repreſentations tb ties u 
Scripture gives of it; it was oze Body, animated by eſe u 
one Spirit; one holy Tempe or Building, all whoſe it to 
Parts were cloſely united and cemented together mes. 
Thus it became comely as Jeruſalem, a City at Un. 25 
ty in it ſelf, and terrible as an Army with Pani b What 
marching in cloſe Rank and Order, ſtriving togethet in an A 
for the Truth; whereas, the Church, according to N 
the Idea the Diſſenters give of it, is no better that confi 
an heap of Sand, that may be diſperſed and ſcatter er an 
ed by every blaſt of vain Doctrine: So we may jull 17 t 
ly apply our Saviour's Words to their new Schemes, N 
He that gathereth not with me ſcattereth Abroad To wh 
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t Cantic. vis 4, 10. * Matth, xi. 30. 


There 


. 


der var . a 
1 There were two Things that contributed very much 
s Kino this happy Union of Chriſtjans in thoſe. early A- 
yne fi cs, the want of which is much to be lament- 
his Ain the preſent divided State of the Church. The 


bci rt was, that no Church aſſumed. to her ſelf an 
to M uthority of impoſing upon her Members any thing 
Ch, 1 ontrary to the Word of God, either in Faith or 
out i ractice. They required no Belief of any Articles 
ng auf Faith, as neceſſary to Salvation, but ſuch as were 


een the . ontained' in their common Creeds, and grounded 
»nfirn- pon the infallible Authority of the Scriptures, and 


hey inſerted nothing into their publick Worſhip, re- 
ugnant to the Word of God; in both which Points 
he Church of "Rome hath been notoriouſly faulty, 
W he ſecond was, That the People thought it their 


eir Au 
God. 


he Na 


Wuty to ſubmit to the Rules eſtabliſhed by the Wil- 
e Wu om of their ſpiritual Governors, in Things exter- 
irſt ul al and circumſtantial, ſuch as concerned Expedi- 
dorrub : nce, Edification, and good Order, readily com- 
Tims hing with the innocent Cuſtoms of the Church 
trengu dere they lived, and never dividing into Sects and 
Ins te #ffies upon the Account of Rites and Ceremonies : 
ated by heſe were Pretences for Sepercsn, that worn 
whoſe et to be diſcovered by the new Lights of later 
gether, mes. r 
it Uni. 


aners\, 
»wethet 
ling to 
er that 
cattet - 
y juſt 
hemes, 
road 


n an Anſwer to Mr. Nor man's Objection - who 
retends, that“ the Unity of the Church cannot 


nor in the fame external Rites; for then, as he ar- 
ves, “ the Unity of the Church would depend upon 
Armen Cemflitirtens. 


To which I anſwer, that the Unity of the Church 
. a Catholick Unity, whereby the whole Body is, 
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Wbat hath, been ſaid upon this Subject, will furs. 


confilt in the ſame Form of Church Government,. ©. 


4 — 
— & * 
DT. 0 OE — — —— ow we — ——— —U—Ü—4——jää— — ' 1 PSY 8 n 


— vn — 
——— — N 2 


— —— 


united to Chriſt their Head; but yet in order to main 3 


the whole, which is one by the Union which j : 
maintained between all its Parts. y 


„ 7% © 3 


an eſſential! Parts of . but then to perform 
eſe in a decent and orderly e as Memben 
A 


of the Divine Worthip ; nor does the Geſture ol 
ſtanding make it a diſtin fort of Worſhip from 
What it would have been, if the Perſon had uſel 
kneeling. Accordingly ſuch Injunctions are diff, 
rent in diverſe Churches, and are declared to be 4 
zerable, and may. be altered bx the ſame. Authority 
which firſt appointed them, which can't beſaid of au 
proper Acts of Divine Worſhip ; and therefore 007 


— 


} 


I main. 

com 
ere wlll 
before 
part ol 
ion g 
hich 5 


ing the 
2Jread 
F Orm Ke 
ſcopal, 
2rity to 
barchy 


/nity IG 


an 
. * 1 
8 
* 8 * 
77 4 
; .-- 
* 
A, 


Orts a 


Faith 
erform 
embers Wi 


'ven to 
deter- 


19100 

Wor: 
ting t0 
7 
| - 
Eye 
ure 0 


from 


| uſed 
differ 
be al 
thority. 
of anf 
C bei. 


e, Hu 


;ake ot 


= 


(6). | 5 
flian Liberty, which Regards the Nature of Things, 


nd not their Uſe, is not at all impeached by ſuch Con- 
* as. M - Norman's miſtaken Notion of Li- 


berty ſuppoſes ?, for the. Things enjoined remain in 


| their own: Nature indifferent, as they were bo- 


fore. bobs; 
The Force of this Objection, if there be any in 
it, may be returned upon thoſe that make it; for the 
Diſſenters themſelves appoint many Circumſtances 
of Time, Place, Habit, and Geſture; both in preach- 
ing and adminiſtring the Sacraments, which are not 


\ preſcribed in Scripture, The Objection is built up- 
on this Suppoſition, that external Rites and Cere- 


monies, when preſcribed by human Laws, become 


neceſſary Parts of Religion, the Abſurdity of which 


Principle'is ſufficiently expoſed by a parallel Inſtance, 
which I ſhall borrow. from Biſhop Sanderſon ;: We 
© know. every Man is bound in Canſcience to em- 
« ploy himſelf in the Works of his particular Cal- 
« ling, with Faithfulneſs and Diligence, and that 
4 Faſthfulneſs and Diligence is a Branch of that 
« Holineſs which is neceſſary ta Salvation. Were 
i not now a very fond and tidioulous Thing for a 
% Man from hence to conclude, that arauing Hine 
+ or maliug Shes. were neceſſary to Salvation, be- 
+ cauſe theſe are the proper Employments of the 


Hininers and Shoewakers Calling, which they are 


bound in Conſeience to follow, and may not 
% without Sin neglect them? In this Example, ſaith 
„that learned Prelate, let the Objectors behold the 
« Lineaments of their own Argument, becauſe 
„ wearing-ſneh a Carment, or uſing ſuch a Poftare, 
« are commanded by the Church, and the People 


« are bound to abey the Laws of the Church, there- 


* fore the Church impoſtth thoſe Orders upon the 
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y Remgits, p. 39. 3 4 
3 In his Sermon upon 1 Pet. ii. 16. n. 433. 
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| ( 62) 

“„ People, as neceſſary Terms of Communion, or 
« Means of Salvation.” And he further adds this 
clear Determination of the Caſe ; * Remember, faith 
he, that Obedience is one Thing, and the Things 
© commanded another. Obedience to lawful Au- 
& thority is a Duty commanded by God himſelf, and 
<« part of that Holzneſs, without which no Man fall 
« ſee God; but the Things themſelves commanded 
c by lawful Authority ate neither in Truth neceſſa- 
e ry to Salvation, nor do they that are in Authority 
“ impoſe them as ſuch, only they are the Oëject, (and 
i that but by Accident neither, and contiugentiy, not 
“ neceſſarily) about which that Obedience is conver- 
<« fant, and wherein it is to be exereiſſde. 


Having explained the Nature of Church Commu- 
nion, and our. Obligations to maintain it, I proceed 
to conſider what Mr. Norman hath objected againſt 
my Ngtion of Schiſin, and how far he has cleared the 
Diſſenters from the Imputation of it. = n Yo 
Mr. Norman ſpeaking* in the Name of himſelf 
and his Friends, ſays, that hey believe Schiſm to be 
a great Sin, as well as we* ; but the great Difficulty 


F * 4 


is where to find it, according to their Principles: For 


ſuppoſe there ſhould ariſe a Difference between the 
Members of a particular Congregation, ſuch as that 
Schiſm among the Corinthians was, as Mr. Norman 
repreſents it *: If the diſcontented Party think fit to 

break off Communion from their Brethren, and ſet 
up a new Teacher for themſelves, I do not ſee by 


the Diſſenters Principles, there is any more Harm in 
hearing this new Teacher, than any other Diſſent- 


ing Miniſter, provided hey thiul they have Reaſons 


ſufficient" to juſtify their leaving © that Congregation, 


of which they were formerly Members. 
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0 1 had defined Schiſm to be 42 canſeleſs e 


from the Commanion of the Church: Mr. Norman 
finds Fault with this Definition, as not being ade- 
quate to the Thing deſined, becauſe there were Schiſms 
in the Church of Corinth, in St. Paul's Time *, 
which did not proceed to an actual Separation. But 
he might have confidered, that I ſpoke of Schiſin, as 
the Caſe ſtood between us and the Diſſenters, where 
there is an actual Separation; and ſuch a $:biſmn is 
defined by Mr. Hales in his Treatiſe of Schiſm, av 


2 ary Separation of Chriſtians from that part of 
tbe C ris Charch of which they were once em- 
bers, The Author of the Enquiry into the Conſti- 


tion of the Primitive Church, defines Schiſm to be a 


cauſeleſe Separation from Alen: lawful Paſtor. Both 


theſe Authors, as well as my ſelf, define Schiſin, as 
it regards thoſe who are actually in a State of Se- 
paration from that Church which is eſtabliſhed where 
they live; and if St. Paul reproved the Differences 
the Corinthians had among themſelves, though they 
did not carry their Diſſention ſo far, as to break out 
into an open Separation, he would ſtill have con- 
demned them more ſeverely, if they had proceeded 
to ſuch an Height, as to forſake the A them- 

ſelves together, as we find ſome did when he wrote 
his Epiſtle to the Hebrews ©; and we find St. Joh 
and St. Fade expreſly condemn thoſe who went ou: 
from them e, and ſeparated themſelves" from the Com- 

munion of the Church. *© | „„ 


Having cleared the Notion or Definition © of 
Schiſm, which I had laid down, I proceed to conſi- 
der wherein the Sin of Schiſm conſiſts: And this. 


| atirm to conſiſt in a Separation from that part of the 


true Church where we live; for I have proved be- 
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bl Sermon, p · 25. ; 2 © I Cor. xi. 18. e Heir. x. 25. 
81 Foh. 11. 19. 8 2 Jude, ver. 20. ; : 


_ Fore, 


(9%) _ : 
fore, that in order to maintain Catholick Commn- 
nion, we are bound to communicate with that part 
of the Chntch were we live, if it be a true part of 
the Catholick Chureh; i that if there were a true 
Church at Peteriſield befbre the Meeting. Honſe was 
ſet up, if Schiſm be à grem Evil, as Mr. Norman 
confeſſes it to be, there is more Harm in hearing the 
Diſfſenting Miniſter, than the Rector of the Pariſh, 
whatever Mr. Norman is pleaſed to affirm to the 
contrary *. St. Pazl-deelares it to be the Duty of 
all Chriftians, to do whit lies in them to prevent 
Sehiſm in the Body of Chriſt * ; but what can be a 
mo effectual Means to OUR and increaſe it, 
than by ſetting up one Preacher and Congtegation 
againft another? And if once it be allowed ro gathet 
another Charch, where there i # we Church already 
eſtabliſped, there can be no Stop put to Separation, 
2 jo Conſequence muſt be endleſs Diviſionr 
And ſome of the moſt eminent Diſſentets; even + 
mong thoſe of the conpregational Way, have owned 
our Churches to be true Ghurches, as appears by the 
Teſtimonies collected ont of their Writings, in the 
Caſe of Lay Communion , among the London Cat 
fes; and by Biſhop $tiHing fleet, in his Unreaſonubles 
eſs of Separation, Part 1. Set. 12, &. 


When I affirm Schiſin to be à Separation from that 
part of the true Church where we live, it is plain to 
any one that underſtands wherein the Unity of the 

. Catholick Church conſiſts, that I do not confine 
the Notion of the Church to the Church of Ex- 
land, with Reſpect to ny but thoſe who live where 
it is eſtabliſhed, as Mr. Norman either -ignoratitly or 


: eee my Words *; for I have proved be- 
fore, that we are bound to communicate with that 
1 Remarks, p. 35. E * id. II cor. Xii. 24. 1 Olper 
From p. 4,10 p. 12. 2 Remarks, p. 36. Vleneſ; of $ 
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W part of the Church Where we live, if we lawful 
may; and nothing can juſtify apr;Breach of Church 
Communion, but ſuch Conditions being requi- 
red af us, Which ate forbidden by the Law of 
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This the 1 ———.—— 2 
quired to make that Charge good againſt tile Com- 
. — * of a but Baye never yet deen a- 
ble to do it. It is not their bare ſaying, that their 
Conſcience tells chitin, that their j dining iu our Liturgy 
or Seremonies, s. is unlawful, [unleſs they can 
juſtify this their Perſuaſion by good and ſufficient Rea- 
ſous + For to ſay, that a bare RerfuaGon of C 
ence can excuſę Men from obeying the clear Com 
mands of God's Law, 2 is Obedience to our 
Superiors in all latuſa Things, is to make the Au- 
thority of Gonſcience ſuperio ta the Divine Law, 
whereas . well-informed Conſcience is directed by 


| it. 1 1 9 i N 18 
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Thus Mr. Baxter hath long a o decided the Caſe: 
F we through Weakneſs, ſaith he, or Perverſeneſs, 
tale lawful Feng. to be amnldufaul, it will notiex- 
„ cauſe us in nur 72— ror it our Sth, 
aud one Sin ꝛuill not excuſe ameriher p. Ebis would 
de to open a Gap to the wildeſt Opinions and Freñ- 
yes to Oyerturn all Order and Government; for the 
ſune Plea: of Conſcience which the Diſſentets al- 
ledge for: themſelves, muſt like wiſe be extended to 
Fapiſis aud Qualers, nay; to Fews| Turks, and In- 
þ4els ; for whatever Religion à Man is of, if he does 
not diſſemble, it muſt be agreeable” to the Pictates 
of his Cohſcience. eine eienr, 

„ eee 277 £9 V191K00 wen "3 914774 

And this Mr. Norman was aware of, for he ex- 
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prelly ſaith o, that al! Mankind have 4 Right to ſee i 


as himfelf; but truly I muſt defire to be excuſed, til 


thens as an Abomination to God . 


pel, to talk of Men's natural Rights in worſnipping 
God, looks as if they had forgot the Deſctiption the 


res give us of the blindneſs of Men's natural ; 


u | TY of | oc h. 
Cod in ſuch a way at their Conſciences prowounce u 
ve bet: And he tells me, I maſt allow tbis as wel 


if afte 
Perſo! 


We IT 
I can reconcile it with thoſe Texts of Scripture 
which ſpeak of the idolatrous beech 4 of the Her- 
fame Thing ſhould be a rig of Nature; and yet u 
Abomination to the Cod of Nature, is a Difficulty 
too hard for me to reſolve. And for Chriſtians, el. 
pecially ſuch as call themſelves . Miniſters of the G. 


certait 
up thi 
becau 
they 
woulc 
thoſe" 


being 


calls 1 


Vale, that the Gentiles knew not God, hut were become WS li 


ere 'darkned *. This Divinity is taken out of the 


Book, falſely called, The Rights of the Chriſtian if 


'Charch; and *tis # melancholy Thing to confider, 


that Men that ſet up for Guides of Souls, ſhould . 


glibly ſwallow the pernicious Maxims of a T reatif 
written with a very ill eee 
hug ee e e 


But becauſe all Men are fallible, there muſt be 
ſome Allowance made for the Plea of an erroveon 
Comſeience; and how far that may be extended, [ 
hall briefly conſider. And in order to receive an 
Benefit from that Plea, I think Men ſhould uſe al 
poſſible Diligence to get their Conſciences well in- 
formed: They ſhould be ready to hearken to good 
Inſtruction, and glad of any Light that may bring 
them Satisfaction: They ſnhould not make the Pre 
tente of Conſcience 2 Cloak for Paſſion and Pre. 
judice, for Pride or Self - Intereſt; and I doubt, if 
theſe Conditions were obſerved, the Separation would 
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vain in their Imaginations,” and their fooliſh Hearn 


* (67) : 
ot have great Cauſe to boaſt of its. Members; and 


b Perſons ſtill take Offence at the Orders of the Church, 


ed, til Wwe muſt leave them to the Mercy of God. But 
ipture certainly, it is no good Reaſon why we ſhould: give 
e Hes ¶ up the Authority of the Church and of ; its, Laws, 
ow the WW becauſe: ſome are either ſo weak or ſo wilful, that 
yet they can't or will not comply with them; for that 
fficulty would be to leave all Authority at the Mercy of 
ns, el. thoſe 'who have moſt need of the Exerciſe of it, as 
be Gif being lealt able to govern themſelyes. St. Paul 
npping calls himſelf the chiefeſt of i Sinners, becauſe he per: 
on the ſecuted the Church of Cod; though he tells us at the 
zatural ſame Time that be did this ignorantly, and in, Unhe- 
become ef, as it were on purpoſe to inſtruct us, that a ze;{- 
Heart: taten Conſcience is far from taking away the Guilt 
of the of Sin, though it may plead Mercy in behalf of the 
reſtias E Sinner. Win - e147 26 2 att; tt 1K. 79H 
nfider, High, ARAB: > nr eee obama 
ſhould The ſame (Apoſtle ſpeaks of Men whoſe Mind 
reatiſe and Conſcience is defiled a; and when Our Saviour 
warns us to tale herd, that the Ligbi which is in a5, 
Eh be not Darkneſs , ſuch a Caution implies, that Men 
uſt de often darken their Underſtandings by ill Habits . 
onen. their own contracting; and God ſomętimes ſends 
ded, [ ſuch Perſons Frag Deluſious that they ſhould believe 
ve anſ 4 Lie, as a Puniſhment: for their ut receiving the - 
iſe all Truth in the Love f it 7. Accordingly ſome ot the 
ell in- worſt Crimes have had the Pretenee of Conſcience 
good to plead for themſelves ; and to ſuppoſe that the bare 
bring perſuaſion of Conſcience: will juſtify any Opinion 
Pre- or Practice following from it in the Sight of God, | 
d Pre- is to ſuppoſe that Truth hath no teal Advantage a- 
abt, if . dove Falſhood, and that an Infidel is in as likely a 
would Way to be accepted by God, as à Chriſtian: It is 
5 io place the Crucifiers of Chriſ# upon equal Terms 
1 1 Tie, i. 13, 16. 1 Tit, i. 15. * Late N. 37. 
T 7 2 N, u. 10, bn. 8 80 „ | 


n With 


ef after their Care, ſome honeſt and well- meaning 


bes) 


with Chriſt himiſelif; böth we ſee -equally. pleaded 
Conſcience; but upon Reaſons vaſtly:different. Theſe 
Confiderations- deſerve o be ſeriouſly Weſghed by 
our oferw Advocaret for all Sorts of: — 
Obmihns: Bur it is Time to return from this Di. 
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teffion; if it de it one, to cbnſider the re- 
ining Patts of ies oriman'sPleain behalf of the 
Diſſenters. ae Kees cn Ihm 03a 7 
SD 44 FAa4f +» FN J$ 1120 130 i Ii rl 0 20 
Having Enden douche bebeur his Friends from thi 
1 tation of Schiſm, he would fain throw: the 
Fault of it upon the Church. To this Purpoſe arc 
heſe Words of his: Tue Tinpofers ef human Inven- 
085 and ſuib as. nuke hem neceſſary: Formsiof Com. 
nen, are 5. ate e Droifions, and, Of 
VI i 2 et, IK 31 NW. f 
2 71 Wo Is 4 * 58 TOE | s! Neem . 4 3 2 
How far the Things by le Fn pl Tomi 
are made  neceſſar Forms of Communion, - hath been 
mining p valready. Tle mort "Anſwer to the te- 
kee 'of che Objection, is, that the Gover- 
of the Church have zPower. toimmmitted: to them 
to make Rules for the decent Admibi- 
— By the Diyine Worſiip, as hath. been of 
1270 eleariy proved; and if the Orders aur Church 
—.— are every way ſuitable to this End, then 


e Guilt of Schiſm will eat their Door, who out 
of Prejudice or (miſtaken Judgment refuſe to ſubihi 
0 chem. To make this plain by an Inſtance; let 
1 apps fe for ones, that the Way of -Worſhip which 

biyerians or Independents at pteſent agree it, 

+ 2 eſtabliſhed Nell ion of the Nation. Here 
| 5 the Anabapriſts they may not be oblige 
to ſubinit to the Rules and Orders of the eſtabliſhed 
"Worſhip, becauſe Infuni Baptiſm is in their Judg- 
ment unlawful. Nen come the Quakers, and tbeſ 
-plead for wem ves that their Spirit may not be e ſtint 
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( 69 ) 
ed, by being i confined to preach--upen a Tert, and 


I heſe that they may dave the Liberty to bod forth with- 

ed by out a previous Ordination, and ſuch an Ordinatio 

ions as is confined to Men, to the Excluſion of the gefte 1 
Teachers of the other Sex. New 1 would ask 


*; ooo 
* 


Norman and his Brechren, whether they think b 
Pleas ſufficient to juſtify a 8 or not? If 
they are not, then the 'Schiſm doth not always lie 
on the Impoſers ſide and the Lawfulneſs or Unlaw- 


fulneſs of Separation is not to be judged barely by 
y the the Perſuaſion of Men's Coxſcrences,. which are. of- 
ſe are epics n leſs or erroneous, but upon the Va- 
[nven of the , Keaſans they alledge, which my 2 


e 
1 of from the N. ature and e the 
to juſtify their Separatibn, as the Aſſembly of Divi 
tell the Diſſenting 1 5 the Papers that palled 
between em, à large Td of Which may be 
ſeen in Biſhop e 8 ene of Sepa- 
Tarn, 2758 15 11 4 . 11 


t 


to it with-the Hiſſenters; and Nerwen ſcems 


a unwilling to Allo them that * eat. had uſed 
„ then theſe" ords in my Sermon, „ may juſtly call 
0 out 4 It au il Thing for choſe who are profeſſed Mem- 
ſubthit „Pers of our Chireh to g0 to ſe arare Meetings; 
e; let for this is to 9 that Schiſm, which in their 
Which N 3 ment they-ought to condemn, if they 
ree if, 0 are true | enibers of the Church they profeſs to 
Here „de of.” Mr, Nera omits this kalt part of the 
bliged 'Sentetice, Sx en faith, The cqndemning the 
liſhed « Diſletitets or Schifim depends dpbn the Proof bg © 
Jadz- whereas, I directed thoſe Words only to the true 
i Members of our Church, who mult 1 ry i . 
e ſtim. Lr 
EM , _ . n 1943 Were 


conſiſtent 


— ore ern Sne ne 
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conſiſtent with themſelves, think in their Conſcien- 


: is _ en from the original 


Libertas Eecleſ. 


(75) 


ces, that the Piſſenters are Schiſmaticks, and there- 
fore ought to eontribute nothing to the countenan- 
eing or encouraging their Schiſm, which the fre- 
quenting their 2 s muſt in all equitable Conſtruc- 
tion amount to; ſo that if Mr. Normas would have 


but calmly confidered the true Intent of my Words, 


he might have ſpared that Heat and Faden he b. 
vented here upon ho Provocation” le e a 
Fe + mall now confider” the Mir Mc: Normin 
zives of ſome Things in the Conſtitution of our 
harch, which the Difſenters think unlawful, and 


they are 'theſe*©: : „Ihe Peoples 4 5 eprived of 


« chuſing their own Paſtors: Their obli 
<« to receive the holy Sacrament with ſcandalous 
< vers: The Uſe of the Sign of the Cros, and C0. 


© venanting Sponſors in Baptiſm.” Nov all theſe 


Odjections have been ſo fully mfwwered by the Di- 
vines of our Church 5, that the Diſſenters might have 


been ſatisfied as to theſe Points long ago, if they had 


been 4 receive Satisfaction. 


11 e e ' * 


"The belt of thoſe, concerving the Righ of the 


: Top in chaſing. their own Miniſters 1 Biſhop Kil— 


fleet. hath confi dered at large, in his Uzrcoſona- 

blemeſ of 5. of KY; ration ©, and hath. ſhewed, that there is 

no Fonda 6g for "ſuch a Claim in Scripture, ſince ; 

"All Church Power was lodged in the Hands of Ls 
2 Nate before any Church was planted. 

ipture Proof. 19s bas | 2K chiefly inſiſted u 2 

ſe Fot the Greek TA 

wei, rendred by our Travſlators, e 70, er- 
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iſhop Stilling fleet's Unreaſenableneſs of Separation. Dr. Falkner: 
and Vindication of Litarxies. Ton 17 Caſes, . 
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(2x) | 
nu, but by ſome of the Proteſtaut Verſions , ag 
= the, French and Italian 8, to appoint, by the Suffrage 
or Conſent of the People. But Mr: Selden d, no great 
Friend to the Power of the Clergy, hath proved at 
large, that the Greek Ly ng. ſimply to ap- 
point or ordain, without any Regard to the previ- 
ous Conſent or Vote of others. Indeed that one 
Text, A#s x. 41. is ſufficient to decide this Point, 
where the Apoſtles are called Witneſſes choſen before 
of God, Thoxrxupdlemwires; I preſume, without ask in 
the Conſent or Approbation of any. There being ſo 
little a Foundation in Scripture to build ſuch- a 
Claim upon, it is Matter of Surpriſe to find, that 
the Diſſenters, who cry out ſo loudly: againſt 22. 
ſeriptural Impoſitions, ſhould inſiſt upon the Peoples 
Right to chuſe their own Paſtors, as ſuch ai Priti- 
| lege which they ought upon NO CON SIDERATT 
ONS 10 part with, as Mr. Norman expreſly tells us vr 
So here is the whole Legiſlature, Kinez;:LokDs, 
and CoMMONs, (in whoſe Conſent; that of the 


795 mot wholly 


reſolveable into the Will and Plea 


»* 


hach any Authority to make Laws r6lattug to reli- 
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f advice de Þ aſſemblies ils Þ etablirent. . „ 

A Per {'-aviſe-de la Congregatione-Hebbere ordiumiter ue Srnior i. 
b Lib. 1. de Synedriis-c. IF. p. 576. 7 47 f | 
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gious 


oy 


Refpe& of theit G bil, as 5 -a$ their ene 
 pal:Governors if they do, with what Face can bs 


rage them in ſuch andu 


Thus I find the Senſt 
f 17 Car. 2 gap. 16. entſtuled, An Act for uni- 


(7x) 


gious Matters: If they do not think their! Authority 
extends. fo. far, they ſet up for an —— 


maintain an indefeaſſble Right in the People of chu- 
ſing their own'Paſtors, in ſition to the known 
Laws and Conſtitutions of the Reime This is no 
great Proof of their ee thich Mr. Nm b 
kar pee: of * 9 918 2 Hog 2 3 a 
Nd 11 Fs % UC a bahn 
| ' Shave Aale 850 bie Brethren ine 
3 in the common People, and thereupbn enco 
til, I right ſay, ſoditioui 
Claims, the Wiſdom of our Laws hath pronoui- 
ced the People very qr tt Judges in this Caſe, 
our Laws expteſſed in two 
remarkable Acts of Parkament'; the firſt is the Ad 


zing Churches is Cities and Towns" corporate, whe 
rhe Preambla begins in theſe Words, . Forafinuch 
. as: thei ſettled Proviſion for Miniſters in moſt Ci: 
3 ties and Toms corporate within this Realm, i 
not ſufficiĩent for the Maintenanee of able Miniſters, 
44 ft for ſuch! Places, whereby mean and ſtipendary 
46; Preachers are entertained ro ſerve the Cures ther 
who "wholly dependung foz. their Maintenance np 
the good wil and Liking of their Anditegs, have 
been, and are hereby. under Temptation. of too much 
complping and ſuiting their Dottrine, and Teach⸗ 
Ing to the Humour rather than Sood of their 
Auditoꝛs, which hath been a great Occaſion of Fat: 


ton, and Drhifir, any Contempt .of the Miniſtry 


Much the fame Preamble is repeated in the Adi fo 


the Anu mentation of the Maintenance of hs poor Cler- 
O, palled Ann. 2 
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Mr. Norman may ſee, that neither the Laws of God 
nor Man countenance: that Right ot the People to 
chuſe their own Miniſters, which he infiſts upon in 16 


peremptory a manner. 


Mr. Normas's next Plea for the Separatiſts, is“, 
that zz goes again them to receive the holy Sacrament 
with ſcandalous Livers : But if he had conſulted. the 
old Nou-Conformiſts, he might have found, that they 
juſtify the Lawfulneſs of miæt Communion from the 

xamples of the Prophets in the Old Teſtament, and 
the Practice of Chriſt himſelf, and his Diſciples, and 
W the firſt Chriſtians in the New: He may ſee theſe Autho- 
W rities collected together in the Gaſes Lay-Communi- 
= 02”, publiſhed among the London aſes. Here Mr. 
Norman gives us a Specimen of his ingenuous Dealing: 

to upbraid us with want of Diſcipline, Which the Se- 
paration renders impracticable; for let a Man leave 
the Church upon a private Grudge or Quarrel with his 
Miniſter, or for other Reaſons never Io unjuſtifiable, 
he ſhall be received by the Diſſenters.with open Arms; 
as one whoſe Heart God hath touched with an extra- 


# 


ordinary Meaſure of his Grace. 


T bis Plea of the Diſſenters puts me in mind g 
thoſe whom the Prophet Jſaiab ſpeaks of, who ſaid; 
ſtand by thy. ſelf; come not near to me; for I am holier 
thanthou; and we. leave it to Men of that Temper 
to apply to themſelves God's Anſwer.in the follows 
ing Words. But muſt we take all the Separatiſts for 
Haints, becauſe they have the Confidence to call them 
ſelves ſo? We know good Reaſons to the contrary; 
and this among the relt, becauſe they truſt in them- 
ſelves that they are righteous, and deſpiſe others, 
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Mr. Norman's two other Exceptions are againſt the 
dn of the Groſs, and Covenanting Sponſors in Bap- 
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tiſin; and theſe have been ſo fully anſwered by our 
excellent Biſhop Srillingfleet, in the third Part of his 
Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, that nothing further 
need be added upon theſe Subjects; befide that, the 
Uſe of the Croſs iu Baptiſm is jultified in a diſtin Trea- 
tiſe among the London Caſes. I ſhall only juſt obſerve, 
that the Objections of Mr. Norman and his Brethren MW 
againſt the Szg of the Croſs, ſhew how little they know WW too « 
of the Practice, or value the Judgment of the Primi- WF pray, 
tive Church. Thoſe antient Worthies who were rea- ons I 
dy to lay down their Lives rather than comply with 


the leaſt Appearance of Idolatry, yet made uſe of the 3 
Sign of the Croſt upon all Occafions®, and particular- he hac 
ly in the Sacrament of Baptiſimo without any Scruple, that hi 
to put themſelves continually in mind of their being himſe! 
the Diſciples of a crucified Saviour; and this they ſure. 
might as lawfully do by a Siga, as by Words, Words the Di 
themſelves being only Signs. Out of Reverence to Meetit 
the Judgment and Practice of the Primitive Martyrs not allo 
and Confeſſors, our Church uſeth it once and no more, ſulted 1 
when we are yn into the Death of Chriſt, and yet vent th 
cannot eſcape the Cenſures of. ſuch who neither value they thi 
the Judgment of thoſe who were before them in Chriſt, ¶ gui Ity c 
nor the Authority of thoſe who have a Right zo be oer braids v 
them in the Lord. | prop 
we: 3 oſture 
had in my Sermon ?, offered this as one Reaſon Bi jer, the 
why the Members of our Church ſhould not fre- Wi carries 
quent ſeparate Aſſemblies, becauſe it might be ſup- yet it is 
poſed ſome ds, may be ſaid there in Diſparage- ſenters c 
ment of bodily Worſhip in the Service of God. Hete 
Mr. Norman takes occaſion to beſtow one of his Mr. 7 
charitable Invectives upon me *, and quotes a long Bi © That 
Sentence out of Dr. Barrow, that I might apply it to Bi © larged 
my ſelf; I had ſo good a Reaſon for the Suppoſition BY © of the 
8 | 8 13 ( reforn 
n Vide Tertall, de geren a, c. 3. Lafant. de Mort, Perſes, e. 10. 8 
Grey, Nez, ge e p. 71. Edit. Pars. * 
12 3 ; Of g . 


8 « Remarks, P. 41. | I made 


7 


(7s) 


1 I made there, that I thank God, I have nething in m/ 


out Boſam, as he ſpeaks, which accuſes me upon that Ac- 
f his count; for J had often obſerved, and many others 
rther join with me in making the ſame Obſervation, that 
, the thoſe who have favourable Thovghts of their way of 
Trea- Worſhip, are remarkable for their irreverent Behavi- 
ſerve, our in our Churches. I confeſs it moves my Indignati- 
thren on to ſee ſome behave themſelves there, as if they. were 
NOW too Good to comply with that humble Geſture of 
rimi- Prayer uſed by the Prophets, Apoſtles, and even by 
e rea our Lord himſelf, of whom I ſhall ſtill venture to ſay, 
with notwithſtanding Mr. Norman's Criticiſiung upon it, 
of the that he kneeled down when he ſaid his Prayers; for tho? 
cular- he had not a Form before him, yet we expreſly read 
ruple, WF that he ſaid the ſame Words over again, and ſo confine 
being himſelf to a Form, tho? he had the Spirit wirhout Mea- 


s they ure. It is but a poor Excuſe Mr. Norman makes for 
Vords the Diſſenters not uſing the Poſture of kneeling in their 
nce to Meetings, viz. Becauſe their Places of Worſhip will 
artyts vt allow of it; for I preſume, their Teachers are con- 
more, ſulted with about the contriving them, and po Au re- 
ndyet vent that Inconvenience, in many of them at leaſt, if 
value they thought fit. And if any of our Communionare 
Chriſt, guilty of the ſame Krreverence, as Mr. Norman up- 
e over WF braids us, it is what we reprove and condemn upon 
all proper Occaſions. I can't but obſerve, that the 
Poſture of ſitting at the Celebration of the Lord's Sx 
Reaſon per, the moſt ſolemn part of the Chriſtian Worſhip, 
ot fre- ¶ carries but very little ſign of Reverence with it, and 
e ſu)- ¶ jet it is almoſt the only Ceremony, in which the Diſ- 
wal ſenters obſerve an Uniformity, __ | 
ere | | | £ 
of his Mr. Norman tells us in the cloſe of his Remarks ”, 
a long That though the Number of Miniſters be much en- 
ly it to . larged by adding the diſſenting Teachers to thoſe 
ofition of the eſtabliſhed Church, yet they all are too few to 
* reform a wicked World.” I fear ſo too; but it 
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may juſtly be queſtioned, whether Schiſms and Divi. Wl 
ions may be a proper Means to advance and revive 
the Power of Religion. Our Saviour tells us, that: 
Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, is brought to Deſol. Ml 
vin. Numerous Sects and Parties in Religion have Ml 
à fatal: Influence upon weak and unſettled Minds: 
Some by that Means become indifferent to all Religi n 9 
on, till the World is better agreed, which is the 2rae; WWF Þreac 
Others are tempted to hearken to the f Preten - en 
Ces of the Vaity and Infallibility of their Church, 2 otic 
the only means to put a Stop to thoſe endleſs Diyi- mong 


ſions, which unavoidably follow from the Diſſentes under 
| ers as 


Principles. 

n can't 
than t 
clude. 


on; 
cerni 
gatio 
ſerve 
that 7 
at pri 


Thus I have conſidered all that I think material in 
Mr. Normar's Remarks upon my Sermon, and hope 
I haveavoided mixing any of thoſe evil Surmiſes and 
ancharitable Cenſures in which he gives himſelf too 
greata Liberty; for I muſt be ſo free with him, as to 
tell him, that he has handled this Argument neither 
Iike a Chriſtian; nor a Scholar; and that he exceeding- 
' miſtakes his Talent, when he meddles with Points 
relating to the Judgment and Practice of the Prim. 
zrve Charch, to which he is utterly a Stranger. And 
here I ſhall be very willing to zZake leave of this Contr 
verſy, that I may have Leiſure for the. Proſecution of 
an Undertaking of another Nature, and more ſuitable 
to my own Inclination. Some of our greateſt Di. 
vines have more than once managed this Controverſ) 
with all the Advantages that Strength of Reaſon, and 
Calmneſs of Temper can give to any Cauſe, and yet 
er all with very. little Succeſs ; for it appears, by 
the general Strain of the Diſſenters Writings for /c- 
weral Tears paſt, that the Diſpute is not barely about 
a fem Rites and Ceremonies; but the Church muſt give 
UP its Eiturgy and Epiſcopacy, and the State part witi 
their Right of Advowſors and Preſentations, before 
they will hearken to any Terms of Accommodatr 
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on; and till they come to have truer Notions con- 


Divi- 

evire cerning the Nature of Church Unity, and the Obli- 
that gations lying upon all Chriſtians to endeavour to pre- 
ſola ſerve it, and be better diſpoſed to follow the Things 
| have RB 7427 male for Peace, than the Generality of them are 
linds at preſent, neither the Tongues of Men, nor the Rea- 
Religi- en of Angels, will avail to the healing of thoſe 
true: breaches, at which, not only leſſer Schiſins, but 
reten. ere Hereſies, and even Infidelity it ſelf under the 
b, 5 otion of Free-thiuking, have found Admittance a- 

- Divi- mong us, and infected the Minds of many: So that 
enters under our preſent Circumſtances, I look vpon Pray- © 


ers as more proper Weapons than Arguments; and I 
can't put up a Prayer more ſuitable to the Occaſion, 


orial in than that of our Church, with which I. ſhall con- 
I hope clude. 5 * SRD | 
(es and 2 8 2 . 

elf too Collect for S. Simon and Fude's Day. 
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neither 0 Almighty God, who haſt built thy Church u | 
eding the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Projdere. Files 
Points Chrift huaſelf being zhe chief corner Stone; grant PY; 
Prim: be joined together in Unity of Spirit by their Doc- 


| trine, that we may be made au holy Temple acceptable 
Com. * #hee, througo Jeſus Chriſt our 2 * "= 
tion of | | | 5 
ſuitable | 
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Audenda ad Page 46. lin. 20. 


Our learned and impartial Antiquary Mr, Strype 
* a full Teſtimony to the Anthenicalneſ of chaſe 
Fr » In his Preface to the Life of Archbiſhop 
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PAge7- line 3. from the bottom, read, as different Apprehenſions, p. Il. 
J. 1. r. Governor, p.t3.1. 20. r. oxght. 7 21. I. I. r. for I don t. p. 24 

in the Notes, r. ibid. ver. 13.—16. p. 27. 1. 
he Notes, r. Darel's. p. 31. r. Thooguwpey. p. 25. the Num- 
ages in the next Leaf ſhould be, 33, 34 Oc. p. 30. (it ſhould 
be 38.) I. penult. r. Framentias. p. 42. 1. 7. r. Antiquities. Ibid. |, 10. . 
and by. p. 43. I. 14. 1. Tigcozuny. p. 46. I. 14. r. Faithful. p. 49. 1.19. 
Conformity. p. 50. I. 25. r. Chap. ii. p. FI. 1.20. r. 10.—16. p. 53. l. ij. 
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after, it, place a Colin. p. 56. in the Notes, r. Eph, iv. 16. 
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T OOKS printed for R. and J. B oN WICK E 
(44 bbe Red Lyon in St. Paul's Church-Tard. 


HE. Characters of an Apoſtolical Church ful- 
EY filled in the Church of England, and our Obli- 
actions to continue in the Communion of it. A Ser- 
on preached in the Church of Petersfield, in the 
WC ounty of Southampton, Fane the 170 1722. By Wil- 
am Lowth, B. D. Rector of that Pariſh, and Pre- 
endary of Hinchefter. The Second Edition. Price 4 4. 
= Eight Sermons preached at the Cathedral Church 
f St. Paul's in Defence of the Divinity of our Lord 
eſus Chriſt, and of the Holy Spirit; at the Lecture 
Wounded by the honoured Lady Moyer. By James 
EK -:24:;, D. D. Vicar of St. Sepulehre's, London. 
Price 45. | | | 
= 4 Sod preached at the Viſitation of the Right 
Reverend Father in God, John Lord Biſhop of Lon- 
son, held in the Pariſh Church of St. eee No- 
rember 10. 1719. By the ſame Author, Price 44. 

= Conſiderations on Mr. V biſton's Hiſtorical Pre- 


. l. 10. f. face; being an Anſwer to his plain Queſtions, and 
of Wother material Paſſages therein contained. Ina Letter 


tothe Author of the Hiſtory of Montaniſm, and by 
Whim recommended. With- an Appendix : Containing 
an Account of the Jewiſh Notion of the Meffiah in 
Four Saviour's Time: Of the ſucceſſive Modes of 
goubſiſtence of the Divine Logos: Of the Com- 
munication of the ſuper- eminent Names of God; 
and of the Generation and Creation of Wiſdom. 
Price Is. 64, | | | 

Primitive Chriſtianity vindicated, in a:ſecond Let- 


gainſt the Arian Miſrepreſentations of it, and Mr. 
Whiſton's bold Aſſertions in his late Books. With 
an Appendix, concerning the incommunicable Name 
of God, the pre-exiſting Humanity of Chriſt, the 
Mercavah of Ezekiel, and ſeveral other Matters; 
for the further clearing of ſome Paſſages in the firſt 
Letter, againſt the Exceptions of the Poſtſcript to - 
that Author's Account of the Convocation , c. 
By the Author of the Conſiderations on Mr, }/b:/ton's 
Hiſtorical Preface. Price 1 5. ; Is 
| e 
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Baol printed for R. and J. Bonwicke, 
The Lawfulneſs and Reaſonableneſs of Confor 
mity to the Church of England manifeſted. Bei 
an Anſwer to a Pamphlet, entitled, Plain Dealing 
or Separation without Schiſm, and Schiſm wit ho 
Separation, exemplified in the Caſe of Proteſtant Bi 
Fenters and Church- men: By Charles Owen, a Dill 
| Jouing Teacher. With a Poſtſcript, wherein ſome 
Notice is taken of another late Pamphlet, intitled 
_ Lay-Non-Conformity juſtified. By William Newton 
Price 1 $5. 64d. Wh | 60111125 | 
Some Conſiderations humbly offered upon the pres 
ſent Attempt of the Diſſenters, to obtain a Repeal df 
the Act againſt Occaſional Conformity. Addreſlel 
to a Member of Parliament. Price 34. 
The Deſign of publick Judgments conſidered, 
à Sermon preached before the Right Honourable the 
Lord Mayor, the Aldermen and Gitizens;of Londah 
"at the-Catbedral Church of St. Paul, on Monday i 
ſecond of September, 1717. being the Day of  Hamilis 
tion for the dreadful Fire, in the Year 1666. By 
Matſon, D. D. Rector of St. N N Walbrooſ. Price 
I be Reſtoration to be had in Remembrance. 
Sermon g at the Cathedral Church of 5 
Paul, in London, on Tueſday the 29 of May, I 
By the ſame Author. Price kk. 
A Letter to the Right Reverend Father in Gol 
Benjamin, Lord Biſhop of Bangor: Shewing the 
_.confiſtency of a Poſition in his * „ | | 
ſervative againlt the Principles and' ka ce of WI 
Nonjurors, c. 2:2. | that every civil, Goverun 
n Thing neceſſary for its own Un 
fence and Preſervation:] With the manifeſt, Pe 
_ of his Sermon preach d before the King, March 
| 51 7 2 By a Presbyter of the Church of Eg 
nne eee 
Oonſderations concerning the Origin and C 
our Church Divifons; in two Sernions. Te 
preached at. Pater geld, May 26. 1709. The ſecondl 
 "Warafordy May the 13% 1510. both in Houpfhlll 
Before the Worſhipful, and Reverend the Cie 
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